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THE SUPPORT MATERIAL
Everything you need for a successful stewardship campaign us included in
this resource. If you will use ALL the resources and support material, you
should find the Passion-Driven Giving campaign to be simple, effective, and
“easy on your time.” The following is a list of all the support materials in
this book and at my website, www.GregoryKTyree.com. On my site, click
the “Books” tab at the top of the homepage, scroll to the bottom, and find
free downloadable PDF files for your use.
1. Sermons for Five Sundays
2. Mail-Outs for Six Weeks
3. Envelope and Commitment Card Masters
4. Posters
5. Bulletin and Inserts (for Five Sundays)
6. Sunday School Material
7. Stewardship Snapshots
8. Tithe Testimony Ideas
9. All-Tithe Sunday Ideas
10.Kick-Off Breakfast Ideas
11.Celebration Banquet Ideas
12.Celebration Banquet Sermon Notes
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
An Introduction
As of this writing, Rick Warren’s book, The Purpose Driven Life, has sold about
40 million copies! Keep in mind that this is on top of the sales of his previous bestseller,
The Purpose Driven Church. There is no doubt about it, God is getting churches “back to
the basics” of ministry and the core purposes that the New Testament has laid out for us.
While we are rightfully grateful to Rick Warren for reminding the church that it is
to be purpose-driven, we must remember that God, not Rick Warren, has delineated His
purposes for us (as Dr. Warren will quickly admit). These purposes- these passions- are
what drive us; these are our motivation for ministry!
Even so, each of us is faced with the challenge of underwriting the ministry of the
church by which these passions are “fleshed out” in the world which we are trying to
reach. There is no doubt about it; when a church is passionate about what God is
passionate about, the resources seem to come in! People give to “vision,” not electric
bills. They give to “passion,” not liability insurance.
When “doing church” is reduced to the mundane task of simply “paying the bills,”
people become restless, bored, and detached. Everyone wants to be a part of something
bigger than “meeting the budget.” They want to make a lasting contribution to the eternal
purposes of God.
Passion-Driven Giving is based on the assumption that God’s people will give to
God’s work. This is a resource that will help pastors and lay leaders move their churches
to greater commitment and consistent giving so that God’s work- His passions- may be
fulfilled.
Passion-Driven Giving is a campaign built around the concept of “Stewardship
Month.” I have used this model in three churches for almost two decades, and it works.
Since I deal extensively and meaningfully with stewardship for four or five weeks out of
the year, I do not have to constantly deal with “money” from the pulpit all the time.
Passion-Driven Giving is a field-tested resource. It actually works! The key to its
success, like most programs and campaigns, is its application. Generally, the campaign
should be followed verbatim. That is, all of the mail-outs should be done; all of the
posters should be posted; all of the sermons should be preached; all of the Sunday School
classes should participate, etc.
Passion-Driven Giving is also a “reusable” resource. If Stewardship Month is an
annual campaign, this resource can be tweaked, revised, and enhanced to work for you
for years to come! And by purchasing this resource once, you have the right to copy it as
many times as you like.
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One of the most important factors about Passion-Driven Giving is that it involves
everyone! Sunday School teachers, children, lay people, leaders, staff; everyone gets to
be in on the action! If the resource is used well, it will work. Remember, people don’t
plan to fail; they fail to plan. So plan your work and work your plan and God will take
care of the rest!
Be passion driven. Be purpose-driven. Watch your ministry grow through
Passion-Driven Giving!

Note: All proceeds from the sale of this book go to help bi-vocational and small-church
pastors.
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HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE
Passion-Driven Giving is simple to use. Since all the “copy work” has been done
for you, you can concentrate on perfecting your sermons, planning your services, and
promoting your program. Posters, bulletins, bulletin inserts, letterheads, letters,
commitment cards, envelopes, etc., have all been designed for you. All you have to do is
have them printed or copied. And since you are doing all of this “in house,” there is no
waste with overages and unneeded items. Here are some tips for using this resource to its
fullest.
1. Get Familiar with All of the Materials
Here is what you will find in this book:


Introduction letters to key people who will need to support the program



Weekly letters to mail to your congregation



Envelopes for mailing the letters and for the people’s responses



Commitment Card



Bulletin Master



Bulletin Inserts



Posters to promote the Campaign



Five-Part Sermon Series including sermon notes for the pastor and handouts
for the people



Sunday School Campaign



Tips for “Stewardship Snapshots”



Tips for “Tithe Testimonies”



Tips for the Campaign Kickoff Breakfast



Tips for the All-Tithe Sunday and the Stewardship Celebration Banquet



Master Calendar and Campaign Timeline for planning the campaign

It is vital that you get familiar with all f the components of the campaign so that
you may utilize each resource to its fullest potential.
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2. Get Organized
Now that you have your resources sorted out, you need to…


Fill out the Master Calendar
The Master Calendar will help you begin planning months in advance.
Nothing will “sneak up” on you. Simply decide which month will be PassionDriven Giving month and back up a couple of months and begin planning (see
Campaign Timeline).



Recruit a Team
See more on this below.



Plan Your Meetings
After you have recruited your Passion-Driven Giving Team, plan on a series
of meetings with them so that everyone works together for the success of the
campaign. Incorporate these meetings into your Master Calendar and
Timeline.



Execute Your Plan
Using your Timeline as a template, “just do it!”

3. Recruit a Team
No stewardship campaign is better than the team that implements it. It is very
important that you have the right people helping your with Passion-Driven
Giving. Consider…


The Qualifications for Team Members
Passion-Driven Giving team members should be people who…
o Exemplify godliness
o Give biblically to the church already
o Are enthusiastic about the campaign
o Are positive “influencers” in the church
o Will put in the necessary time and effort
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o Support the pastor and leaders
o Are respected by the members of the congregation


Certain Personnel Who Must Participate
o Pastoral Staff
o Sunday School Teachers and Leaders
o Worship Leaders
o Secretarial Staff
o Volunteers
o Others you may identify



Don’t Forget Your “Specialists”
Your probably have some “specialists” in your church. “Specialists,” for the
purposes of Passion-Driven Giving, include…
o Graphic Artists
o Grammarians and Editors
o Drama Team Members
o Printers
o Mass-Mail Personnel
o Motivators and Trainers

4. Communicate, Communicate, Communicate
You cannot communicate too much. Keep your team posted, your church up-todate, and your staff well-informed. Passion-Driven Giving requires that everyone
works together! Take this campaign seriously. It may change your church (for the
good)!
If you have further questions about how to successfully implement Passion-Driven
Giving, feel free to contact the author at gregtyree@rocketmail.com (or 434-227-6348).
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THE MASTER CALENDAR
There are four calendars that follow; two for two months before the campaign, one for the
month of the campaign, and one for the month after the campaign. They are blank so that
you may use them any year for any month. Simply fill in the date boxes and you are set to
go. It is recommended that you make masters of these before you write on them so you
can use them again later (of course, this is unnecessary is you download them from my
site).
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Master Calendar: Two Months Before Campaign
Month: ___________________

SUNDAY
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY.

Year: ________________

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

NOTES
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Master Calendar: One Month Before Campaign
Month: ___________________

SUNDAY
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY.

Year: ________________

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

NOTES
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Master Calendar: Month of Campaign
Month: ___________________

SUNDAY
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY.

Year: ________________

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

NOTES
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Master Calendar: 1 Month After the Campaign
Month: ___________________

SUNDAY
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY.

Year: ________________

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

NOTES
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THE TIMELINE
The Timeline works in conjunction with the master calendar. Except for initial planning
and date-setting, the timeline should be filled out first. Then you will transfer the timeline
dates and tasks to your master calendars.
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
TIMELINE
Check-Off


Two months before campaign: Purchase and review Passion-Driven Giving
Resource Kit (Date: ____________)



Two months before campaign: Complete this timeline and transfer pertinent
information to Master Calendar sheets (Date: ______________).



Six weeks before campaign: Identify team members for campaign (Date: ______).



Five weeks before campaign: First meeting with team members (Date: _______).



Four weeks before campaign: Begin publicly promoting Passion-Driven Giving
(Date: _________).



Four weeks before campaign: Begin making, duplicating, and distributing posters
and support material (Date: ____________).



Four weeks before campaign: Begin studying for campaign sermons (Date:
________).



Four weeks before campaign: Send out pre-campaign information to appropriate
people (Date: ________).



Four weeks before campaign: Distribute Sunday School material to appropriate
people (Date: __________).



Three weeks before campaign: Second meeting with team members; tie up loose
ends (Date: ___________).



Three weeks before campaign: Continue to study for campaign sermons (Date:
__________).



Two weeks before campaign: Prepare Pre-Campaign mail-out and have ready to
mail (Date: _________).



Two weeks before campaign: Continue to study for campaign sermons (Date:
________).



One Sunday before campaign: Remind people of “All-Tithe Sunday.”



One week before campaign: Mail Pre-Campaign mail-out (Date: _________).
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One week before campaign: Prepare Week-One (Service) Campaign mail-out and
have ready to mail (Date: _________).



One week before campaign: Continue to study for campaign sermons.



First Sunday of campaign: Preach “Service” Sermon; prepare for “Worship”
Sermon (Date: _________).



First Sunday of campaign: Distribute Week-One (Service) bulletin inserts in the
bulletins.



First Sunday of campaign: Remind people of “All-Tithe Sunday.”



First Sunday of campaign: Present the first Sunday Stewardship Snapshot.



First Sunday of the campaign: Have first Sunday Tithe Testimony.



First week of campaign: Mail Week-One Campaign mail-out (Date: _________).



First week of campaign: Prepare Week-Two (Worship) Campaign mail-out and
have ready to mail (Date: _________).



Second Sunday of campaign: Preach “Worship” Sermon; prepare for “Outreach”
Sermon (Date: _________).



Second Sunday of campaign: Distribute Week-Two (Worship) bulletin inserts in
the bulletins.



Second Sunday of campaign: Present the second Sunday Stewardship Snapshot.



Second Sunday of the campaign: Have second Sunday Tithe Testimony.



Second week of campaign: Mail Week-Two Campaign mail-out (Date: _______).



Second week of campaign: Prepare Week-Three (Outreach) Campaign mail-out
and have ready to mail (Date: _________).



Third Sunday of campaign: Preach “Outreach” Sermon; prepare for
“Relationships” Sermon (Date: _________).



Third Sunday of campaign: Distribute Week-Three (Outreach) bulletin inserts in
the bulletins.



Second Sunday of campaign: Remind people of “All-Tithe Sunday.”
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Third Sunday of campaign: Present the third Sunday Stewardship Snapshot.



Third Sunday of the campaign: Have third Sunday Tithe Testimony.



Third week of campaign: Mail Week-Three Campaign mail-out (Date: _______).



Third week of campaign: Prepare Week-Four (Relationships) Campaign mail-out
and have ready to mail (Date: _________).



Third Sunday of campaign: Remind people of “All-Tithe Sunday.”



Fourth Sunday of campaign: Preach “Relationships” Sermon; prepare for
“Discipleship” Sermon (Date: _________).



Fourth Sunday of campaign: Distribute Week-Four (Relationships) bulletin inserts
in the bulletins.



Fourth Sunday of campaign: Remind people of “All-Tithe Sunday.”



Fourth Sunday of campaign: Present the fourth Sunday Stewardship Snapshot.



Fourth Sunday of the campaign: Have fourth Sunday Tithe Testimony.



Fourth week of campaign: Mail Fourth-Week Campaign mail-out (Date:
_______).



Fourth week of campaign: Prepare Week-Five (Discipleship) Campaign mail-out
and have ready to mail (Date: _________).



Fifth Sunday of campaign: Preach “Discipleship” Sermon; prepare for
“Celebration Banquet” Sermon (Date: _________).



Fifth Sunday of campaign: Distribute Week-Five (Discipleship) bulletin inserts in
the bulletins.



Fifth Sunday of campaign: Remind people of “All-Tithe Sunday” next week!



Fifth Sunday of campaign: Present the fifth Sunday Stewardship Snapshot.



Fifth Sunday of the campaign: Have fifth Sunday Tithe Testimony.



Fifth week of campaign: Week-Five Campaign mail-out (Date: ____________).



Fifth week of campaign: Prepare Post-Campaign mail-out and have ready to mail
(Date: _________).
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First Sunday after campaign; Preach at “Celebration Banquet.” (Date:
_________).



First Sunday after campaign: Collect special offerings for “All-Tithe Sunday.”



First Sunday after campaign: Announce total dollars committed during campaign.



One week after campaign: Mail Post-Campaign mail-out (Date: __________).



Three months after campaign: Prepare and mail Three-Month Follow-Up
Campaign letter (Date: _________).



Six months after campaign: Prepare and mail Six-Month Follow-Up Campaign
letter (Date: ___________).



Nine months after campaign: Prepare and mail Nine-Month Follow-Up Campaign
letter (Date: _________).
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THE PRE-CAMPAIGN PROMOTION FOR KEY LEADERS
The following pages are several announcements, information and communication sheets
that will help you get your leaders, teachers, and others “up to speed” about the
campaign. Be creative with them, but “snail-mail” still works!
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OVERVIEW OF “PA$$ION-DRIVEN GIVING”
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
Please note that ______________________ Annual Stewardship Month! This year’s
theme is: Passion-Driven Giving. It will be a five-week campaign that focuses on the five
passions (purposes) of the Church (Service; Worship; Outreach; Relationships; and
Discipleship).
The main component of this years “stewardship month” campaign is the sermon series by
the Pastor titled, “Passion-Driven Giving: Ten Reasons to Give God 10%.” It will be the
most bold and unambiguous presentation about tithing to date.
The “ten reasons” are divided into two main segments: 1) Practical Reasons for Tithing;
and 2) Purposeful Reasons for Tithing.
1) Practical Reasons for Tithing (Five Reasons):
These first five reasons will be presented thoroughly in the introduction of the
first message, and will be briefly reviewed each week with each subsequent
message. The first five practical reasons to tithe are:


Because Tithing Fulfills God’s Plan



Because Tithing Fuels God’s Passion



Because Tithing Frees God’s Personnel



Because Tithing Finances God’s Property



Because Tithing Facilitates God’s Programs

2) Purposeful Reasons for Tithing (Five Reasons):
The five weekly sermons are titled as follows:


Week One: Giving for Service to God



Week Two: Giving as Worship of God



Week Three: Giving for Outreach to the World



Week Four: Giving for Relationships with God’s People



Week Five: Giving for Discipleship of God’s People
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The Sunday School program will enhance the Passion-Driven Giving campaign. Teachers
should follow this guideline.
Week One:

Combined Fellowship (Teens through Adults).

Week Two:

Teach the Handout, “The 33 Laws of Stewardship,” Part 1.

Week Three:

Do your “own thing” (Break from Stewardship).

Week Four:

Teach the Handout, “The 33 Laws of Stewardship,” Part 2.

Week Five:

Teach the Handout, “The 33 Laws of Stewardship,” Part 3.

Pastor will be preaching on Passion-Driven Giving all month long. Each worship service
will also feature a “Tithing Testimony” by one of our faithful givers, as well as a
“Stewardship Snapshot” that will be an object lesson that will drive home the idea of
tithing in a practical and provocative way. Look for mail-outs, posters, bulletin inserts,
etc. that will emphasize the Stewardship Campaign. Pray that God will use this campaign
to change our church!
The Campaign will conclude November 7 with a banquet that will tie stewardship in with
missions. Please promote this banquet every week of the month. If you have any
questions about the campaign, please ask me. Thank you.
Serving Him with You,
Pastor
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IMPORTANT SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENT!
Teen to Adult Classes
____________________________
Date
Dear Teacher,
Please note that _________________ is our Annual Stewardship Month! This year’s
theme is: Passion-Driven Giving. It will be a five-week campaign that focuses on the five
passions (purposes) of the Church (Service; Worship; Outreach; Relationships; and
Discipleship). This is how we are asking you to conduct your class:
Week One:

Combined Fellowship (Teens through Adults).

Week Two:

Teach the Handout, “The 33 Laws of Stewardship,” Part 1.

Week Three:

Teach the Handout, “The 33 Laws of Stewardship,” Part 2.

Week Four:

Teach the Handout, “The 33 Laws of Stewardship,” Part 3.

Week Five:

Teach the Handout, “The 33 Laws of Stewardship,” Part 4.

Pastor will be preaching on Passion-Driven Giving all month long. Each worship service
will also feature a “Tithing Testimony” by one of our faithful givers, as well as a
“Stewardship Snapshot” that will be an object lesson that will drive home the idea of
tithing in a practical and provocative way. Look for mail-outs, posters, bulletin inserts,
etc. that will emphasize the Stewardship Campaign. Pray that God will use this campaign
to change our church!
The Campaign will conclude on ___________________ with a banquet that will tie
stewardship in with the mission of the church. Please promote this banquet every week of
the month. If you have any questions about the campaign, please ask me. Thank you.
Serving Him with You,
Pastor
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IMPORTANT SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENT!
Children’s Classes (Below Teens)
_______________________
Date
Dear Teacher,
Please note that ________________ is our Annual Stewardship Month! This year’s
theme is: Passion-Driven Giving. It will be a five-week campaign that focuses on the five
passions (purposes) of the Church (Service; Worship; Outreach; Relationships; and
Discipleship). We are asking that you take five to ten minutes during three of the five
Sunday School classes to do the following:
Week One:

Think of a way to teach the kids what “tithing” is. For
clarification purposes, understand that our Church teaches
that “tithing” is giving 10% of your income (or other
financial gains) to the local church for the work of the
church. We are calling this STANDARD GIVING. Let the
kids know that this is God’s most basic standard of giving.
Explain what a “standard” is, and emphasize that we are
never too young to do what God wants! Use your creativity
to come up with object lessons, stories, illustrations, etc.
Feel free to be as creative as you want!

Week Two:

Teach your regularly scheduled lesson.

Week Three:

Creatively teach about SPECIAL GIVING. For the
purposes of the Church, “special giving” is twofold: 1)
Missions (missionaries, etc.); and 2) Benevolence (helping
the needy). Again, Use your creativity to come with object
lessons, stories, illustrations, etc. Feel free to be as creative
as you want!

Week Four:

Teach your regularly scheduled lesson.

Week Five:

Teach the kids about SACRIFICIAL GIVING. As a way
of definition, “sacrificial giving” is to give beyond the
“standard” and “special” giving, such as in giving to the
building fund or to the Christian School. Also emphasize
that “sacrificial” giving generally means “giving up
something.” Bring this down to their level. Use your
creativity to come with object lessons, stories, illustrations,
etc. Feel free to be as creative as you want!

(Please turn the page over)
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Pastor will be preaching on Passion-Driven Giving all month long. Each worship service
will also feature a “Tithing Testimony” by one of our faithful givers, as well as a
“Stewardship Snapshot” that will be an object lesson that will drive home the idea of
tithing in a practical and provocative way. Look for mail-outs, posters, bulletin inserts,
etc. that will emphasize the Stewardship Campaign. Pray that God will use this campaign
to change our church!
The Campaign will conclude November 7 with a banquet that will tie stewardship in with
missions. Please promote this banquet every week of the month. If you have any
questions about the campaign, please ask me. Thank you.
Serving Him with You,
Pastor
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THE SERMONS
This campaign includes six sermon outlines: five for the campaign itself, and one for the
“Celebration Banquet.” There are three components for each sermon:
1. A sermon outline to preach by
These sermons are “almost” ready to preach. They contain the main outline, the
scripture references and verses (New King James Version), introduction and
application material, and more. All you have to do is “personalize” these sermons
with your own illustrations, exegesis, etc. You can preach these sermons without
giving credit to or getting permission from the author; he wants you to use them.
(Note: By purchasing this resource, you have permission to reproduce everything
in it. If you did not purchase it, please do not use it.)
2. A sermon notes handout for the congregation
These handouts are the basic sermon outline with “blanks” to fill in. This helps
the congregation to be more involved with the message, as well as retain more of
the information. The handout has been designed to be “front and back” of an 8 ½
by 5 ½ sheet of paper (your secretary will know what to do). Don’t forget to
“three-hole punch” them for those who keep their notes in binders.
3. A PowerPoint® slideshow for use with a projector
If you use PowerPoint® to visually enhance your presentations, these slideshows
should be of some use. They contain the basic outlines with the blanks “filled in”
to help your people in retaining the information and taking accurate notes.
These sermons are the “heart” of the campaign. Study them well, and give them your best
shot; they may just change your church!
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Message One: Giving Passionately for Service
INTRODUCTION:
Here are some examples of how confusing life can be. Consider these actual signs posted
in actual places:














In a restroom:
o TOILET OUT OF ORDER- PLEASE USE FLOOR BELOW
In a Laundromat:
o AUTOMATIC WASHING MACHINES: PLEASE REMOVE ALL YOUR
CLOTHES WHEN THE LIGHT GOES OUT
In a London department store:
o BARGAIN BASEMENT UPSTAIRS
In an office:
o WOULD THE PERSON WHO TOOK THE STEP LADDER YESTERDAY
PLEASE BRING IT BACK OR FURTHER STEPS WILL BE TAKEN
In another office:
o AFTER TEA BREAK, STAFF SHOULD EMPTY THE TEAPOT AND
STAND UPSIDE DOWN ON THE DRAINING BOARD
Outside a secondhand shop:
o WE EXCHANGE ANYTHING - BICYCLES, WASHING MACHINES,
ETC. WHY NOT BRING YOUR WIFE ALONG AND GET A
WONDERFUL BARGAIN?
Notice in health food shop window:
o CLOSED DUE TO ILLNESS
Spotted in a safari park:
o ELEPHANTS PLEASE STAY IN YOUR CAR
Seen during a conference:
o FOR ANYONE WHO HAS CHILDREN AND DOESN'T KNOW IT,
THERE IS A DAY CARE ON THE 1st FLOOR
Notice in a farmer's field:
o THE FARMER ALLOWS WALKERS TO CROSS THE FIELD FOR FREE,
BUT THE BULL CHARGES.
Message on a leaflet:
o IF YOU CANNOT READ, THIS LEAFLET WILL TELL YOU HOW TO
GET LESSONS
On a repair shop door:
o WE CAN REPAIR ANYTHING (PLEASE KNOCK HARD ON THE
DOOR - THE BELL DOESN'T WORK)

Yes, we sometimes get “mixed messages” about stewardship, too. What does the Bible
really say about money? How am I to give to the church? Why should I give to the
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church? These are just some of the questions we will answer in this series, PassionDriven Giving.
Our giving to the Lord’s work should…


Be done through the local church



Be driven by purpose and passion



Be from grateful hearts



Result in great expectations

The passions (or purposes) can be easily remembered by the acrostic “S.W.O.R.D.”


Service



Worship



Outreach



Relationships



Discipleship

In this first message, we shall consider why we should give passionately as “service” to
the Lord, the community, and the world.

PROPOSITION: Passionately giving to my church accomplishes five vital purposes.
I.

PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH IMITATES
THE SERVICE OF MY CHRIST. Matt. 20:28.
…just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life a ransom for many.
A. Christ Gave His All That I Might Live. John 3:16.
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
B. Christ Gave His All That I Might Give. 2 Cor. 8:9.
(Interpret this verse in light of its context- a call for an offering.)
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For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich,
yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might
become rich.

ILLUSTRATION:
Paul Harvey tells the story of an eight-year-old named Ben who won a
contest at the local McDonald's. His prize was a brand new bike. When
Ben got home, he told his parents that he already had a bike and that he
didn't need two. Ben decided to give the new bike to a friend who didn't
have a bike and whose parents were unable to buy one for him. When the
manager of McDonald's heard about this, she invited Ben and his family to
dinner and presented him with a $100 gift certificate. The next day Ben
used the gift certificate to buy a crash helmet for his friend. For some
people, giving is just second nature.

(I. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH IMITATES THE SERVICE OF
MY CHRIST.)

II.

PASSIONATELY
GIVING
TO
MY
CHURCH
DEMONSTRATES MY SERVICE TO MY CHRIST.
A. I Cannot Love Christ Without Giving to Him. 2 Cor. 8:8.
Someone has said, “You can give without loving, but you cannot love
without giving.”
(Paul said to the Macedonians concerning financial giving…)
I speak not by commandment, but I am testing the sincerity of your love by
the diligence of others.

ILLUSTRATION:
The pastor of a local church decided to take drastic action on stewardship:
he hired an electrician to wire the pews. The next Sunday he said, "Today
is Stewardship Day. We will be making our pledges publicly, in church,
this morning. Who will pledge fifty dollars a week?" As he said this, he
motioned to the electrician to pull the switch, and about half the
congregation jumped to their feet. The church treasurer quickly began
recording names. As the pastor called for those willing to give seventyfive dollars per week, he once again motioned to the electrician, and the
switch was pulled. This time, however, the voltage was increased, and as
the dollar amounts increased, so did the voltage. Needless to say, it was a
tremendously successful Stewardship campaign. As they were totaling
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pledges after the service, an elder came to tell the pastor that there might
be a problem: four members were so stubborn about their pledges that they
remained in their seats the whole time, and were now seared to the pew.
B. I Cannot Love Christ Without Living for Him. John 14:23, 24.
Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My
word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make
Our home with him. 24“He who does not love Me does not keep My words;
and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.
23

(I. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH IMITATES THE SERVICE OF
MY CHRIST.; II. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH DEMONSTRATES
MY SERVICE TO MY CHRIST.)

III.

PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH VALIDATES
MY SERVICE TO MY CONGREGATION.
A. I Have Relationships that Mean Something. Matt. 25:40.
And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it
to Me.’
B. I Have Responsibilities that Mean Sacrifice. 2 Cor. 8:1-5.
1

Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on
the churches of Macedonia: 2that in a great trial of affliction the
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of
their liberality. 3For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and
beyond their ability, they were freely willing, 4imploring us with much
urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the
ministering to the saints. 5And not only as we had hoped, but they first
gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God.

ILLUSTRATION:
One of the design engineers for the F-117 was giving an introductory
presentation for the newest fighter aircraft. During a question-and-answer
session, a young Air Force officer asked, "Is that an F-117 tie tack you're
wearing?" "Yes, and only two hundred of these limited-edition tie tacks
were made," the engineer replied. "Here, you can have this one." The
young officer gratefully accepted the gift. After a pause, another young
man stood up and asked, "Isn't that an F-117 wristwatch you're wearing?"
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(I. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH IMITATES THE SERVICE OF
MY CHRIST; II. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH DEMONSTRATES
MY SERVICE TO MY CHRIST; III. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH
VALIDATES MY SERVICE TO MY CONGREGATION. )

IV.

PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH FACILITATES
THE SERVICE OF MY CHURCH.
A. When My Church Receives More It Can Give More. Luke 16:10a.
He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much…
B. When My Church Gives More It Can Receive More. Ecc. 11:1; Luke 6:38.
Ecc. 11:1:
Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will find it after many
days.
Luke 6:38:
Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same
measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.

(I. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH IMITATES THE SERVICE OF
MY CHRIST; II. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH DEMONSTRATES
MY SERVICE TO MY CHRIST; III. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH
VALIDATES MY SERVICE TO MY CONGREGATION; IV. PASSIONATELY
GIVING TO MY CHURCH FACILITATES THE SERVICE OF MY CHURCH.)

V.

PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH MOTIVATES
OUR SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY. Acts 1:8.
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth.
A. Immediately: We Reach Our Community (Church’s Sphere).
B. Locally: We reach Our County (Jerusalem).
C. Regionally: We Reach Our Commonwealth (Judea).
D. Nationally: We Reach Our Country (Samaria).
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E. Globally: We Reach Other Countries (Uttermost Parts).

APPLICATION:
Many years ago, a 10-year-old boy walked up to the counter of a soda shop and climbed
onto a stool. He caught the eye of the waitress and asked, "How much is an ice cream
sundae?"
"Fifty cents," the waitress replied.
The boy reached into his pockets, pulled out a handful of change, and began counting.
The waitress frowned impatiently. After all, she had other customers to wait on.
The boy squinted up at the waitress. "How much is a dish of plain ice cream?" he asked.
The waitress sighed and rolled her eyes. "Thirty-five cents," she said with a note of
irritation.
Again, the boy counted his coins. At last, he said, "I'll have the plain ice cream, please."
He put a quarter and two nickels on the counter. The waitress took the coins, brought the
ice cream, and walked away. About 10 minutes later, she returned and found the ice
cream dish empty. The boy was gone. She picked up the empty dish—then swallowed
hard.
There on the counter, next to the wet spot where the dish had been, were two nickels and
five pennies. The boy had had enough for a sundae, but he had ordered plain ice cream so
he could leave a tip.
*********************
Questions to consider:
1. What does my giving to the Lord’s church say about my love for Christ?
2. Between the “two masters” who do I seem to serve more; my Savior or material
things?
3. I say I love my church; does my giving reflect this claim?
4. If everyone in the church gave the same way I do, how much ministry would get
done?
5. Do I have a “global” mindset when it comes to giving?
6. How can I be a more passionate and generous giver today?
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Handout for Message One: Giving Passionately for Service
INTRODUCTION:
Our giving to the Lord’s work should…


Be done through the ______________church



Be driven by __________________and passion



Be from ____________________hearts



Result in great _____________________

The passions (or purposes) can be easily remembered by the acrostic “S.W.O.R.D.”


_____________________



Worship



___________________



Relationships



___________________

PROPOSITION: Passionately giving to my church accomplishes five vital purposes.
I. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH ________________ THE SERVICE OF
MY___________________. Matt. 20:28.
A. Christ Gave His All That I Might____________. John 3:16.
B. Christ Gave His All That I Might____________. 2 Cor. 8:9.

II. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH ________________ MY SERVICE TO
MY_____________________.

A. I Cannot Love Christ Without ______________to Him. 2 Cor. 8:8.
B. Cannot Love Christ Without _________for Him. John 14:23, 24.

III. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH ________________ MY SERVICE TO
MY____________________.
A. I Have _____________that Mean_______________. Matt. 25:40.
B. I Have _________________that Mean______________________. 2 Cor. 8:1-5.
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IV. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH ________________ THE SERVICE OF
MY_____________________.
A. When My Church ________________More It Can _______More. Luke 16:10a.
B. When My Church _________More It Can ____________More. Ecc. 11:1; Luke 6:38.

V. PASSIONATELY GIVING TO MY CHURCH ________________ OUR SERVICE TO
THE______________________. Acts 1:8.
A. Immediately: We Reach Our _______________(Church’s Sphere).
B. Locally: We reach Our __________________(Jerusalem).
C. Regionally: We Reach Our ___________________(Judea).
D. Nationally: We Reach Our _________________(Samaria).
E. Globally: We Reach Other _______________(Uttermost Parts).

APPLICATION: Questions to consider:
1.

What does my giving to the Lord’s church say about my love for Christ?

2.

Between the “two masters” who do I seem to serve more; my Savior or material things?

3.

I say I love my church; does my giving reflect this claim?

4.

If everyone in the church gave the same way I do, how much ministry would get done?

5.

Do I have a “global” mindset when it comes to giving?

6.

How can I be a more passionate and generous giver today?
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Message Two: Giving Passionately for Worship
INTRODUCTION:
A man went to a barbershop to have his hair cut and his beard trimmed. As the barber
began to work, they began to have a good conversation. They talked about so many
things and various subjects.
When they eventually touched on the subject of God, the barber said: "I don't believe that
God exists."
"Why do you say that?" asked the customer.
"Well, you just have to go out in the street to realize that God doesn't exist. Tell me, if
God exists, would there be so many sick people? Would there be abandoned children? If
God existed, there would be neither suffering nor pain. I can't imagine a loving God who
would allow all of these things."
The customer thought for a moment, but didn't respond because he didn't want to start an
argument. The barber finished his job and the customer left the shop.
Just after he left the barbershop, he saw a man in the street with long, stringy, dirty hair
and an! untrimmed beard. He looked dirty and unkempt.
The customer turned back and entered the barber shop again and he said to the barber:
"You know what? Barbers do not exist."
"How can you say that?" asked the surprised barber. "I am here, and I am a barber. And I
just worked on you!"
"No!" the customer exclaimed. "Barbers don't exist because if they did, there would be no
people with dirty long hair and untrimmed beards, like that man outside."
"Ah, but barbers DO exist! What happens, is people do not come to me."
"Exactly!" affirmed the customer. "That's the point! God, too, DOES exist! What
happens, is, people don't go to Him and do not look for Him. That's why there's so much
pain and suffering in the world."
*********************
In the final analysis, the problems of the world and in the church boil down to a lack of
authentic worship. We have been hearing and learning a lot about worship lately, thanks
to Rick Warren’s Purpose-Driven Life and other current reminders. What does worship
have to do with giving? How does Passion-Driven Giving tie in with worship?
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First, let’s review the principles of Passion-Driven Giving. Passion-Driven Giving
proposes that there are 10 reasons to five God 10%:


Five Practical Reasons Are:
o Tithing Fulfills God’s Plan
o Tithing Fuels God’s Passion
o Tithing Frees God’s Personnel
o Tithing Finances God’s Property
o Tithing Facilitates God’s Programs



Five Purposeful Reasons Are (The S.W.O.R.D.):
o We Should Give as a Service to God
o We Should Give as Worship of God
o We Should Give for Outreach to Others
o We Should Give for Relationships with Others
o We Should Give to Disciple God’s People

In this second message, we shall consider why we should give passionately as in light of
our “worship” of the Lord.

PROPOSITION: You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.
This is seen in six ways that worship and giving goes hand-inhand.
I.

MY GRATEFUL WORSHIP OF GOD AFFECTS MY
GIVING TO HIM.
A. My True Worship of God Includes My Generous Giving to Him. Matt.
23:23.
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of
mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of
the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done,
without leaving the others undone.
23
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ILLUSTRATION:
Tennessee Titans center Kevin Long, who played under Coach Bobby
Bowden at Florida State University, said his college coach inspired the
team with parables. Long recounted a favorite story:
[Bowden] was playing college baseball, and he had never hit a home run.
Finally he hit one down the right-field line, into the corner. He rounds first
and looks to the third-base coach. He turned at second, was halfway to
third and the coach was still waving him on. He got to home; he hit the
plate. He had his first home run. He was so excited and everybody was
slapping him five. Then the pitcher took the ball, threw to the first
baseman, and the umpire called him out.
[Coach Bowden] said, "If you don't take care of first base, it doesn't matter
what you do. If you don't honor the Lord first, it doesn't matter what else
you do."
Similarly in worship, it doesn’t matter if you tithe and leave out the other
aspects of worship. God doesn’t want you to do one or the other; He wants
you to do both! Now, that’s Passion-Driven Giving.
B. My True Worship of God Invokes My Generous Giving to Him. Matt.
6:19-21.
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20“but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal. 21“For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.
19

ILLUSTRATION:
Timothy Keller, pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York,
writes:
Pastors often hear, “I work my fingers to the bone in this church, and what
thanks do I get?" Is that the way it is? Your service was for thanks? Are
you in your right mind? Servanthood begins where gratitude and applause
end.”
Likewise, our motivation for worshipful giving isn’t the reward of this
life, but for Jesus’ glory, who will reward us in eternity! Now, that’s
Passion-Driven Giving.
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C. My True Worship of God Increases My Generous Giving to Him. Mark
12:37.
41

Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money
into the treasury. And many who were rich put in much. 42Then one poor
widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. 43So He
called His disciples to Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you
that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the
treasury; 44“for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her
poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”

ILLUSTRATION:
Zig Ziglar writes:
My brother, the late Judge Ziglar, loved to tell the story of the fellow who
went next door to borrow his neighbor's lawn mower. The neighbor
explained that he could not let him use the mower because all the flights
had been canceled from New York to Los Angeles.
The borrower asked him what canceled flights from New York to Los
Angeles had to do with borrowing his lawn mower. "It doesn't have
anything to do with it, but if I don't want to let you use my lawn mower,
one excuse is as good as another."
The poor widow could have thought of a plethora of reasons not to give;
but she “gave all that she had.” It was all based on what motivated her.
Now, that’s Passion-Driven Giving.

II.

MY GENEROUS GIVING TO GOD AFFECTS MY
WORSHIP OF HIM.
A. When I Give I Am Participating In What God Is Doing. 2 Cor. 8:1-7.
1

Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on
the churches of Macedonia: 2that in a great trial of affliction the
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of
their liberality. 3For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and
beyond their ability, they were freely willing, 4imploring us with much
urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the
ministering to the saints. 5And not only as we had hoped, but they first
gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God. 6So we
urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete this grace in
you as well. 7But as you abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in
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knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us—see that you abound
in this grace also.

ILLUSTRATION:
(Example of not “participating”…)
A Preacher was giving a sermon one Sunday morning; when he noticed
that old man Brown was sound asleep in the last pew.
The Preacher asked the Congregation: "All those who want to go to
Heaven, please stand up!"
All rose except old man Brown.
After the Congregation sat down, the Preacher yelled at the top of his
voice, "ALL THOSE WHO WANT TO GO TO HELL, STAND UP!!!"
Old man Brown woke up, stood up, looked around and said, "I don't know
what we are voting on, Reverend, but whatever it is, we are sure in the
minority!!"
You don’t want to be like that old man, not participating in what God is
doing. Worship is proactive, not reactive. Worship is a participatory act,
not a spectator sport. When you give to see God’s work get done, now
that’s Passion-Driven Giving.
B. When I Give I Am Practicing What God Has Demanded. Mal. 3:8, 9.
“Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In
what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. You are
cursed with a curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this whole
nation.
8

ILLUSTRATION:
A church member stopped the pastor and angrily complained that the
church had purchased five new brooms--an expenditure that he thought
was completely unnecessary.
The pastor was surprised at the man's reaction and mentioned it to the
church treasurer, who said, "It's understandable. How would you feel if
you saw everything you gave in the past year tied up in five brooms?"
What does the quality of your giving look like? God isn’t interested in
equal giving; some people make more and have more than others and
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should naturally give more. What God is interested in is equal sacrifice.
Now, that’s Passion-Driven Giving.
C. When I Give I Am Proving What God Has Declared. Mal. 3:10.
Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in
My house, And try Me now in this,” Says the LORD of hosts, “If I
will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you
such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it.

ILLUSTRATION:
Most of you would be appalled if I asked you is God is a liar, and
rightfully so, for God cannot lie. When we don’t bring our tithes into the
storehouse, the local church, we are saying that God is a liar; that He will
not take care of me. When we step out on faith and give to God as He has
directed us, not only are we obeying Him; we are declaring that God can
be trusted! Now, that’s Passion-Driven Giving.

APPLICATION:
Nancy Cheatham writes:
My sister bought a new car that was loaded with high-tech options. The first time she
drove the car in the rain, she turned a knob she thought would start the windshield wipers.
Instead a message flashed across the dash: "Drive car in 360 degrees." She had no idea
what that meant, and so when she got home she read the car manual.
She learned that while trying to turn on the windshield wipers she had inadvertently
turned off the internal compass, and the car had lost its sense of direction. To correct the
problem, the car had to be driven in a full circle, pointed north, and then the compass had
to be reset.
Each time we gather to worship, we are resetting our internal compass. We establish "true
north" in our soul, remembering who God is and what his truth proclaims.
Passionately and worshipfully giving to God as He has directed is one way to reset our
spiritual compasses. Now…. That’s Passion-Driven Giving.
Questions to consider:
1. Worship of God involves all of me- heart, mind, soul, and strength. Has my
worship included generous giving of my resources?
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2. Does pondering what Jesus gave me (John 3:16) cause me to want to give to
Him?
3. As God blesses me more and more, do I bless Him more and more with my
resources?
4. Have I missed the blessing of participating in God’s harvest because I have
refrained from being generous to Him?
5. Do I truly understand that stewardship is both a privilege and a responsibility? Do
I see it as “obedience”?
6. Does my giving reflect my belief that God will do what He said He will do? Do I
truly trust Him?
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Handout for Message Two: Giving Passionately for Worship
INTRODUCTION:
Passion-Driven Giving proposes that there are 10 reasons to five God 10%:




Five Practical Reasons Are:
o

Tithing Fulfills God’s _______________

o

Tithing Fuels God’s ________________

o

Tithing Frees God’s ___________________

o

Tithing Finances God’s __________________

o

Tithing Facilitates God’s _____________________

Five Purposeful Reasons Are (The S.W.O.R.D.):
o

We Should Give as a _________________to God

o

We Should Give as __________________of God

o

We Should Give for __________________to Others

o

We Should Give for __________________with Others

o

We Should Give to __________________God’s People

In this second message, we shall consider why we should give passionately as in light of our “worship” of
the Lord.
PROPOSITION:

I.

You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.
This is seen in six ways that worship and giving goes hand-in-hand.

MY GRATEFUL WORSHIP OF GOD AFFECTS MY GIVING TO HIM.
A. My True Worship of God __________________My Generous Giving to Him. Matt.
23:23.
B. My True Worship of God _______________My Generous Giving to Him. Matt. 6:19-21.
C. My True Worship of God _______________My Generous Giving to Him. Mark 12:37.

II.

MY GENEROUS GIVING TO GOD AFFECTS MY WORSHIP OF HIM.
A. When I Give I Am _____________________In What God Is__________. 2 Cor. 8:1-7.
B. When I Give I Am __________________What God Has______________. Mal. 3:8, 9.
C. When I Give I Am _______________What God Has______________. Mal. 3:10.
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APPLICATION: Questions to consider:
1.

Worship of God involves all of me- heart, mind, soul, and strength. Has my worship included
generous giving of my resources?

2.

Does pondering what Jesus gave me (John 3:16) cause me to want to give to Him?

3.

As God blesses me more and more, do I bless Him more and more with my resources?

4.

Have I missed the blessing of participating in God’s harvest because I have refrained from being
generous to Him?

5.

Do I truly understand that stewardship is both a privilege and a responsibility? Do I see it as
“obedience”?

6.

Does my giving reflect my belief that God will do what He said He will do? Do I truly trust Him?
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Message Three: Giving Passionately for Outreach
INTRODUCTION:
A few weeks ago I sent a letter to you that included this opeing:
Tony Campolo, in a sermon titled "Year of Jubilee," shares this heart-moving story:
I walked down Chestnut Street in Philadelphia. There was a filthy bum, covered
with soot from head to toe. He had a huge beard. I'll never forget the beard. It
was a gigantic beard with rotted food stuck in it. He held a cup of McDonald's
coffee and mumbled as he walked along the street. He spotted me and said, "Hey,
Mister. You want some of my coffee?"
I knew I should take some to be nice, and I did. I gave it back to him and said,
"You're being pretty generous giving away your coffee this morning. What's
gotten into you that you're giving away your coffee all of a sudden?"
He said, "Well, the coffee was especially delicious this morning, and I figured if
God gives you something good you ought to share it with people." I figured, This
is the perfect setup. I said, "Is there anything I can give you in return?" I'm sure
he's going to hit me for five dollars.
He said, "Yeah, you can give me a hug." I was hoping for the five dollars.
He put his arms around me. I put my arms around him. And I realized something.
He wasn't going to let me go. He was holding on to me. Here I am an
establishment guy, and this bum is hanging on me. He's hugging me. He's not
going to let me go. People are passing on the street. They're staring at me. I'm
embarrassed. But little by little my embarrassment turned to awe.
I heard a voice echoing down the corridors of time saying, I was hungry. Did you
feed me? I was naked. Did you clothe me? I was sick. Did you care for me? I was
the bum you met on Chestnut Street. Did you hug me? For if you did it unto the
least of these, my brothers and sisters, you did it to me. And if you failed to do it
unto the least of these, my brothers and sisters, you failed to do it unto me.
In response to this letter, a church member wrote me this email:
Pastor, this letter reminded me of the homeless man who came into Rogers office
one morning about a month ago. Roger was out working an issue when the man
arrived, however, I was there. After talking to the man for several minutes and
learning his need. I asked the man to wait outside Rogers’s office by the desk. A
few minutes later Roger returned. Roger and I agreed that we would buy the man
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breakfast, if he would go with Bob Shaffer who was to “do his thing” and give the
man the gospel message. Well, I was not there when the man returned, but Roger
said that he came into Rogers’s office and said that he had accepted Christ over
lunch. He thanked Roger very much. Two days later Roger tells me that the man
came back and offered to return the money for his lunch as he had worked for two
days. Unfortunately, we do not know where the man is living in this work. But we
have the hope that we know where he will be living in eternity. Yes, witnessing to
the less-fortunate can come at a time when his heart is open to the gospel.
This is what we mean by “passionately giving for outreach” (expand).
*********************
Before I get into the heart of my message, I want to let you know some assumptions that
will guide my thoughts today:
1. I assume that you believe the Bible is the Word of God and can be trusted in
everything it says;
2. I assume that you understand that Jesus said in the Bible that He is the only way
to heaven;
3. I assume that since Jesus teaches this, that you believe He is the only way to
heaven;
4. I assume you believe that as Jesus is the only way to heaven; only those who
place their trust entirely in Him on His terms will go to heaven;
5. Finally, I assume, then, that evangelism- the task of getting this news out to all- is
a great reason to support the ministry of the local church.
If you do not hold these assumptions, I challenge to study them and see that the Bible is
very clear on the exclusivity of Christ salvation for salvation. With that said, let’s move
along…

PROPOSITION: When it comes to outreach, there are three vital reasons we should
passionately give to our church.

I.

WE SHOULD GIVE PASSIONATELY TO OUR CHURCH
BECAUSE HEAVEN IS SWEET.
Almost everyone believes there is a heaven, and most people think they wiil
go there! Consider this story:

ILLUSTRATION:
A young couple was on their way to get married when they had a tragic
accident. The next thing they knew, they were standing arm-in-arm at the
pearly gates. They told St. Peter what had happened and then said, "We really
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want to spend eternity as man and wife. Is there anyone here who can marry
us before we go in?" Peter thought for a minute and said, "This is an unusual
request, but if you'll take a seat, I'll see what I can work out." The couple
waited for three months before St. Peter finally came back with a minister to
perform the ceremony. The man said to Peter, "We've had some time to think
about this. We know that marriage is difficult even under the limited term of
'till death us do part.' Since there is no death in heaven, I just want to make
sure that if this marriage doesn't work out, can we get a divorce?" Peter said,
"Are you kidding? It took me three months just to find a preacher. What do
you think your chances are of finding a lawyer?"
The truth is, anyone can go to heaven- pastors and lawyers- if we get the word
out about how to go to heaven!
A. God’s Sacrifice: Christ Provides Redemption that All May Go to Heaven.
John 3:16, 17.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
17
“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but
that the world through Him might be saved.
16

B. God’s Strategy: The Church Preaches the Resurrection that All May Go
to Heaven. 1 Cor. 15:12-21.
12

Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do
some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13But if
there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. 14And if
Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also
empty. 15Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have
testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in
fact the dead do not rise. 16For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not
risen. 17And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your
sins! 18Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19If
in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most
pitiable. 20But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For since by man came death,
by Man also came the resurrection of the dead.
C. God’s Stewards: Christians Present Resources that All May Go to
Heaven. Matt. 28:16-20.
16

Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which
Jesus had appointed for them. 17When they saw Him, they worshiped Him;
but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19“Go therefore
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and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20“teaching them to observe
all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even
to the end of the age.” Amen.

I.

WE SHOULD GIVE PASSIONATELY TO OUR CHURCH BECAUSE
HEAVEN IS SWEET.

II.

WE SHOULD GIVE PASSIONATELY TO OUR CHURCH
BECAUSE HELL IS HOT.
ILLUSTRATION:
The following is a dialogue from the once-popular sitcom Seinfeld, between
Elaine and her boyfriend.
Elaine asks, "Do you believe in God?"
"Yes," her boyfriend replies.
Elaine asks, "Is it a problem that I'm not religious?"
"Not for me," her boyfriend answers.
"How's that?" she asks.
Her boyfriend says, "I'm not the one going to hell."
The truth is that while almost everyone believes there is a heaven, many do
not believe that there is an eternal hell where people actually go! But this is
contrary to the Bible, which is very clear about hell.

ILLUSTRATION:
Someone writes:
It seems that hell isn't as hot as it used to be. Since the days of fiery sermons
from Puritan preachers like Jonathan Edwards, hell has become "more of a
deep funk than a pit of fire." A recent U.S. News & World Report poll reveals
that 64 percent of Americans believe there is a hell, 25 percent say there isn't
a hell, and 9 percent don't know. Most respondents think of hell as "an
anguished state of existence" or "an unpleasant solitary confinement" rather
than as a real place.
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Professor Douglas Groothius of Denver Seminary believes many Christians
are ashamed of the doctrine of hell. Yet Tim Keller, pastor of Redeemer
Presbyterian Church in New York City, worries about downplaying the reality
of hell. He believes that doing this "does irreparable damage to our deepest
comforts—our understanding of God's grace and love. . . . To preach the good
news, we must preach the bad."
Can the threat of spending eternity in hell motivate individuals toward faith
and virtue? Professor Jerry L. Walls of Asbury Theological Seminary, writing
in Christianity Today, believes: "If there is no God, no heaven, no hell, there
simply is no persuasive reason to be moral."
Let’s consider God’s Word:
A. Hell Is An Actual Place.
1. God created Hell for fallen angels, including, and foremost, the
Devil. 2 Peter 2:4.
For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them
down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be
reserved for judgment…
2. Satan is not in Hell at this time. His domain is the Earth. Eph. 2:1,
2; Rev. 20:10.
Eph. 2:1, 2:
1

And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2in
which you once walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now
works in the sons of disobedience
Rev. 20:10:
The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will
be tormented day and night forever and ever.
3. Hell is now located at the center of the Earth. Matt. 11:23; Prov.
15:24.
Matt. 11:23:
And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought
down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you
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had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.
24
“But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.”
Prov. 15:24.
The way of life winds upward for the wise, that he may turn
away from hell below.
4. Hell is the abode of the wicked dead. Matt. 25:41, 46
“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me,
you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his
angels: 46“And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”
41

B. Hell Is an Awful Punishment.
1. Hell is a “furnace of fire.” Rev. 14:9, 10.
Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If
anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on
his forehead or on his hand, 10 “he himself shall also drink of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the
cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of
the Lamb.
9

2. Hell is “outer darkness.” Matt. 25:30.
And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
3. Hell is eternal. Rev. 20:10:
The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will
be tormented day and night forever and ever.
4. Hell is “where the worm never dies.” Matt. 9:43b, 44; Job 25:5.
Matt. 9:43b, 44:
…to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched—
44
“where ‘Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.’
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Job 25:6:
How much less man, who is a maggot, And a son of man,
who is a worm?”
5. The “rich man” in Luke 16 reveals the following about a person in
Hell:
i. He is conscious.
ii. He is in physical torment.
iii. He is alone.
iv. He retains his memory.
C. Hell Is The Absence of Pardon.
In Hell, there is no mercy of God. Rejection of Christ is the ultimate sin.
Hell is the ultimate punishment. When people say that an eternal Hell is
too severe a punishment for anyone, they fail to recognize:
1. The Holiness of God
2. The Sinfulness of Man.
God does not “send” anyone to Hell; people choose to go there!
C.S. Lewis said, “Sin is saying to God, ‘Leave me alone.’ Hell is God
saying to man, ‘You may have your wish.’”
Just as we will gladly give of our money to see that people go to heaven,
we should give as passionately so that will not go to hell!
I.

WE SHOULD GIVE PASSIONATELY TO OUR CHURCH BECAUSE
HEAVEN IS SWEET.

II.

WE SHOULD GIVE PASSIONATELY TO OUR CHURCH BECAUSE HELL
IS HOT.

III.

WE SHOULD GIVE PASSIONATELY TO OUR CHURCH
BECAUSE TIME IS SHORT.
A. We Don’t Know When the Lord Will Return in the Future Time. Matt.
24:36.
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But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but
My Father only.
1. The Saints Will Be Removed Before the Tribulation. .
2. The Spirit Will Be Retrained During the Tribulation.
3. The Sinners Will Remain During the Tribulation.
B. We Don’t Know When the Lost Will Reject for the Final Time. Rom.
1:28-31.
28

And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave
them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting;
29
being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness,
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evilmindedness; they are whisperers, 30backbiters, haters of God, violent,
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,
31
undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32who,
knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such
things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of
those who practice them.
1. People Are More and More Distracted.
2. People Are More and More Disinterested.
3. People Are More and More Disbelieving.
4. People Are More and More Deluded.
C. We Don’t Know When Loved-Ones Will Reach Their Fatal Time.
1. The Clock May Run Out. Eph. 5:15, 16; James 4:13, 14.
Eph. 5:15, 16:
15
16

See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,
redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

James 4:13, 14:
Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and
such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”;
14
whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is
13
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your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then
vanishes away.
2. Their Conviction May be Removed. Acts 26:28.
Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a
Christian.”

APPLICATION:
There's a story-probably apocryphal-told about Joe Montana's days at the University of
Notre Dame. The school offered a class called Introduction to the New Testament. The
professor was an elderly, retired monsignor with a quiet manner-not at all dynamic,
perhaps even a bit dry. In spite of this, his class was always one of the first to fill during
pre-enrollment. It was especially popular among football players, not so much for
religious reasons, but because the professor gave the same final each year, consisting of
a single question: "Trace and discuss the missionary journeys of the Apostle Paul."
When Joe Montana was quarterback for the Fighting Irish, he took the class. On the day
of the final, all the students waited as the professor passed out the examination. Montana
was mortified when he turned his sheet over. The single question on the exam was: "Offer
a critical analysis of Christ's Sermon on the Mount." Some of the class gave up
immediately and walked out, thinking they would have to try again next semester.
Montana, however, stayed and did his best. During the exam, he noticed one of his fellow
players-an offensive lineman-was scribbling away furiously. Later, when grades were
posted, the lineman bragged in the locker room that he had received a B+. Montana
asked him, "How in the world did you get a B+ on that exam? You had no idea what the
question would be!" The lineman said, "It's like this, Joe. When I saw that question 'Offer
a critical analysis of Christ's Sermon on the Mount,' I wrote, 'Who am I to criticize the
words of the Master? But, I do have something to say about the journeys of St. Paul.' And
I wrote what I had prepared."
On the final judgment, it will not be like that; we will not be able to “wing it.” The final
exam question will be, “What have you done with Jesus (expand)? What have YOU done
with Jesus? What have you done that others may know? Consider these questions:
1. Do I live as if Heaven is my home, or do I give very little daily consideration to
Heaven?
2. If I realize that Heaven is my home, how has that affected my attitude toward
material things here in this life?
3. When I give to my church, do I think of the very real fact that lost people who die
without Christ end up in a very real place called “Hell”?
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4. Does the fact that lost people have no hope increase my passion for giving to my
evangelistic church?
5. How does the fact that “time is short” affect my view of “things”?
6. Am I giving for evangelistic outreach as if “time is short”?
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Handout for Message Three: Giving Passionately for Outreach
INTRODUCTION:
PROPOSITION:

I.

When it comes to outreach, there are three vital reasons we should
passionately give to our church.

WE SHOULD GIVE PASSIONATELY TO OUR CHURCH BECAUSE
__________________IS SWEET.
A. God’s______________: Christ Provides ________________ that All May Go to
Heaven. John 3:16, 17.
B. God’s__________: The Church Preaches the ____________ that All May Go to
Heaven. 1 Cor. 15:12-21.
C. God’s_________: Christians Present _____________ _____ that All May Go to
Heaven. Matt. 28:16-20.

II.

WE SHOULD GIVE PASSIONATELY TO OUR CHURCH BECAUSE
_____________IS HOT.
A. Hell Is An ________________Place.
B. Hell Is an ________________Punishment.
C. Hell Is The _______________of Pardon.

III.

WE SHOULD GIVE PASSIONATELY TO OUR CHURCH BECAUSE
______________IS SHORT.
A. We Don’t Know When the _______Will Return in the ___________Time. Matt.
24:36.
i. The Saints Will Be ___________Before the Tribulation.
ii. The Spirit Will Be ______________During the Tribulation.
iii. The Sinners Will ____________During the Tribulation.
B. We
Don’t
Know
When
the
_______Will
_________________Time. Rom. 1:28-31.

Reject

for

the

i. People Are More and More_________________.
ii. People Are More and More_________________.
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iii. People Are More and More_________________.
iv. People Are More and More_________________.
C. We
Don’t
Know
When
________________Time.

_______-_____

Will

Reach

Their

i. The ____________May Run Out. Eph. 5:15, 16; James 4:13, 14.
ii. Their _______________May be Removed. Acts 26:28.

APPLICATION:
1. Do I live as if Heaven is my home, or do I give very little daily consideration to Heaven?
2. If I realize that Heaven is my home, how has that affected my attitude toward material
things here in this life?
3. When I give to my church, do I think of the very real fact that lost people who die
without Christ end up in a very real place called “Hell”?
4. Does the fact that lost people have no hope increase my passion for giving to my
evangelistic church?
5. How does the fact that “time is short” affect my view of “things”?
6. Am I giving for evangelistic outreach as if “time is short”?
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Message Four: Giving Passionately for Relationships
INTRODUCTION:
I am hard of hearing. I have been wearing hearing aides for over ten years. In addition I
am a sound sleeper. My hearing impairment and sound sleeping combined make it very
difficult to wake me up. A typical alarm clock is useless for me; I depend on my wife to
wake me. That has changed.
I now have a “fail safe” alarm clock by The Sharper Image®. This clock has huge
numbers, a very “loud” buzzer (with volume control), and a “vibrating disk” that fits
under my pillow. Now, when the alarm goes off, I get up!
Unfortunately when it comes to relationships, there is no “fail safe” alarm. No matter
how hard we try, we all will fail, in one way or another, in at least one of our
relationships. There are many reasons for this, but I will name only a few:
1. Some people’s expectations concerning their relationships are simply too high.
2. People understand “relationships” differently.
3. We are human and simply make mistakes.
4. Some do not understand that there are different types of relationships that require
different types of attitudes and actions.
5. Modern Society works against meaningful relationships.
6. Relationships are reciprocal.
7. When it comes to relationships, too many people are egocentric.
Additionally, the dynamics of relationships in the church are very complex, because
people tend to “spiritualize” them. For the sake of clarity and pastoral admonition, allow
me to say a few things that “relationships” are not:
1. Relationships in the church are not hierarchal.
That is, relationships are not to be on “levels.” For example, the pastor is no more
“important” than an elder or layperson. If you are cared for by a member of the
church, even if that person doesn’t have an “official” office, you have been cared
for by the church.
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2. Relationships in the church are not exempt from the complexities and failures of
human interaction.
God is perfect, but we are not. To demand perfection from your pastor, elders, or
fellow-members is nonsense.
3. Relationships in the church are not “automatic.”
They must be pursued, developed, and maintained. Relationships require, above
all, intentionality. Each of us must take the initiative.
4. Relationships do not require programs.
Too many people think that we don’t have “real” relationships in the church if we
don’t have a “small group program” or this or that type of “focus” group, etc. The
best thing we can do about relationships is to stop talking about them and get on
with having them.
Even though meaningful and lasting relationships are hard to attain and maintain, they are
so important that God has included them in the Great Commandment. Mark 12:30 says,
“Love God… and love your neighbor…” In other words, our lives consist of “loving God
and loving others.” That’s what we are going to talk about today; stewardship and our
relationships.
********************
First, let’s review again the principles of Passion-Driven Giving. Passion-Driven Giving
proposes that there are 10 reasons to five God 10%:


Five Practical Reasons Are:
o Tithing Fulfills God’s Plan
o Tithing Fuels God’s Passion
o Tithing Frees God’s Personnel
o Tithing Finances God’s Property
o Tithing Facilitates God’s Programs



Five Purposeful Reasons Are (The S.W.O.R.D.):
o We Should Give as a Service to God
o We Should Give as Worship of God
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o We Should Give for Outreach to Others
o We Should Give for Relationships with Others
o We Should Give to Disciple God’s People
In this fourth message, we shall consider why we should give passionately in light of our
“relationships” with God and others. It’s all about “loving God and loving others.”

PROPOSITION:
I.

WE SHOULD PASSIONATELY GIVE TO OUR CHURCH
BECAUSE OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR SAVIOR.
2. Cor. 5:12-21.
12

For we do not commend ourselves again to you, but give you opportunity to
boast on our behalf, that you may have an answer for those who boast in
appearance and not in heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; or
if we are of sound mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ compels us,
because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15and He died
for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him
who died for them and rose again. 16Therefore, from now on, we regard no
one according to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to
the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things
have become new. 18Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to
Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation,
19
that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not
imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of
reconciliation. 20Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to
God. 21For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.
A. Christ Paid a Debt for Me I Cannot Repay. Rom. 5:6-11.
6

For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the
ungodly. 7For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a
good man someone would even dare to die. 8But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Much
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through Him. 10For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to
God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we
shall be saved by His life. 11And not only that, but we also rejoice in God
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through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the
reconciliation.
Christ Paid a Debt for Me I Cannot Repay.
B. Christ Provokes a Desire In Me I Cannot Repress. Phil. 3:7-11.
7

But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8Yet
indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and
count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9and be found in Him, not
having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through
faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10that I may
know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11if, by any means, I may attain to
the resurrection from the dead.
C. Christ Prompts a Devotion In Me I Cannot Restrain. Gal. 6:4.
But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

ILLUSTRATION:
The Bible speaks of the “the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passes through
the paths of the seas (Ps. 8:8). What does the Bible mean by “paths of the
seas.”? Man discovered the existence of ocean currents in the 1850s, but the
Bible declared the science of oceanography 2,800 years ago. Matthew Maury
(1806-1873), considered the father of oceanography, noticed the expression
“paths of the sea” in Psalm 8:8. “If God said there are paths in the sea, “Maury
stated, “I am going to find them.” Maury took God a His word and went
looking for these paths. We are indebted to his discovery of the warm and
cold continental currents, all because he looked for God’s paths.
Similarly, we must look for God’s path to our relationship with Him. Jesus
said, “I am the way (the path), the truth, and the life… No man comes to the
Father but by Me.”

WE SHOULD PASSIONATELY GIVE TO OUR CHURCH BECAUSE OF
OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR SAVIOR.

II.

WE SHOULD PASSIONATELY GIVE TO OUR CHURCH
BECAUSE OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SAINTS.
2. Cor. 8:1-15.
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1

Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the
churches of Macedonia: 2that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of
their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.
A. My Passionate Giving Demonstrates My Relationship with the Saints.
Vss. 3-5.
3

For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their
ability, they were freely willing, 4imploring us with much urgency that we
would receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.
5
And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord,
and then to us by the will of God.
B. My Passionate Giving Illustrates My Relationship with the Saints. Vss. 6,
7.
6

So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete this
grace in you as well. 7But as you abound in everything—in faith, in
speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us—see that
you abound in this grace also.
C. My Passionate Giving Facilitates My Relationship with the Saints. Vss. 815.
8

I speak not by commandment, but I am testing the sincerity of your love
by the diligence of others. 9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that
you through His poverty might become rich. 10And in this I give advice: It
is to your advantage not only to be doing what you began and were
desiring to do a year ago; 11but now you also must complete the doing of
it; that as there was a readiness to desire it, so there also may be a
completion out of what you have. 12For if there is first a willing mind, it is
accepted according to what one has, and not according to what he does
not have. 13For I do not mean that others should be eased and you
burdened; 14but by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may
supply their lack, that their abundance also may supply your lack—that
there may be equality. 15As it is written, “He who gathered much had
nothing left over, and he who gathered little had no lack.”

APPLICATION:
At a fundraising dinner for a school that serves learning-disabled children, the father of
one of the school's students delivered a speech that would never be forgotten by all who
attended.
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After extolling the school and its dedicated staff, he offered a question.
"Everything God does is done with perfection. Yet, my son, Shay, cannot learn things as
other children do. He cannot understand things as other children do. Where is God's plan
reflected in my son?"

The audience was stilled by the query. The father continued. "I believe," the father
answered, "that when God brings a child like Shay into the world, an opportunity to
realize the Divine Plan presents itself. And it comes in the way people treat that child."
Then, he told the following story: Shay and his father had walked past a park where some
boys Shay knew were playing baseball. Shay asked, "Do you think they will let me
play?" Shay's father knew that most boys would not want him on their team. But the
father understood that if his son were allowed to play it would give him a much-needed
sense of belonging.
Shay's father approached one of the boys on the field and asked if Shay could play. The
boy looked around for guidance from his teammates. Getting none, he took matters into
his own hands and said, "We are losing by six runs, and the game is in the eighth inning.
I guess he can be on our team and we'll try to put him up to bat in the ninth inning." In the
bottom of the eighth inning, Shay's team scored a few runs but was still behind by three.
At the top of the ninth inning, Shay put on a glove and played in the outfield. Although
no hits came his way, he was obviously ecstatic just to be on the field, grinning from ear
to ear as his father waved to him from the stands.
In the bottom of the ninth inning, Shay's team scored again. Now, with two outs and
bases loaded, the potential winning run was on base. Shay was scheduled to be the next
at-bat. Would the team actually let Shay bat at this juncture and give away their chance to
win the game?
Surprisingly, Shay was given the bat. Everyone knew that a hit was all but impossible
because Shay didn't even know how to hold the bat properly, much less connect with the
ball. However, as Shay stepped up to the plate, the pitcher moved a few steps to lob the
ball in softly so Shay could at least be able to make contact. The first pitch came and
Shay swung clumsily and missed.
The pitcher again took a few steps forward to toss the ball softly toward Shay. As the
pitch came in, Shay swung at the ball and hit a slow ground ball to the pitcher. The
pitcher picked up the soft grounder and could easily have thrown the ball to the first
baseman.
Shay would have been out and that would have ended the game. Instead, the pitcher took
the ball and threw it on a high arc to right field, far beyond reach of the first baseman.
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Everyone started yelling, "Shay, run to first. Run to first." Never in his life had Shay ever
made it to first base. He scampered down the baseline, wide-eyed and startled. Everyone
yelled "Run to second, run to second!" By the time Shay was rounding first base, the
right fielder had the ball. He could have thrown the ball to the second baseman for a tag.
But the right fielder understood what the pitcher's intentions had been, so he threw the
ball high and far over the third baseman's head. Shay ran toward second base as the
runners ahead of him deliriously circled the bases toward home.
As Shay reached second base, the opposing shortstop ran to him, turned him in the
direction of third base, and shouted, "Run to third!" As Shay rounded third, the boys from
both teams were screaming, "Shay! Run home!" Shay ran home, stepped on home plate
and was cheered as the hero, for hitting a "grand slam" and winning the game for his
team.
"That day," said the father softly with tears now rolling down his face, "the boys from
both teams helped bring a piece of the Divine Plan into this world."
***********************
1. Do I truly contemplate the debt Christ paid for me- the debt I could never pay on
my own?
2. Is there a desire in me- a “fire in my soul”- that I cannot repress? Do I feel I
MUST give to God?
3. Is my devotion to Christ so intense that I will give up material things to express
it?
4. I say that I care about my Christian relationships. Is this evident in the way I give
to my church? Does my giving demonstrate my relationship with others?
5. If everyone gave the way I do, what would my church be like? What could we
accomplish in the way of ministry?
6. Do I understand that my giving helps facilitate my relationships by underwriting
meaningful purposes and a significant vision that I share with my brothers and
sisters in Christ?
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Handout for Message Four: Giving Passionately for Relationships
INTRODUCTION:
********************
First, let’s review again the principles of Passion-Driven Giving. Passion-Driven Giving proposes
that there are 10 reasons to five God 10%:




Five Practical Reasons Are:
o

Tithing Fulfills God’s ___________

o

Tithing Fuels God’s _____________

o

Tithing Frees God’s _____________

o

Tithing Finances God’s _____________

o

Tithing Facilitates God’s _______________

Five Purposeful Reasons Are (The S.W.O.R.D.):
o

We Should Give as a _____________to God

o

We Should Give as ______________of God

o

We Should Give for _____________to Others

o

We Should Give for _____________with Others

o

We Should Give to ______________God’s People

In this fourth message, we shall consider why we should give passionately in light of our
“relationships” with God and others. It’s all about “loving God and loving others.”

PROPOSITION:
I. WE SHOULD PASSIONATELY GIVE TO OUR CHURCH BECAUSE OF OUR
RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR___________. 2. Cor. 5:12-21.
A. Christ ___________a Debt for Me I Cannot__________. Rom. 5:6-11.
B. Christ ____________a Desire In Me I Cannot___________. Phil. 3:7-11.
C. Christ ___________a Devotion In Me I Cannot____________. Gal. 6:4.
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II. WE SHOULD PASSIONATELY GIVE TO OUR CHURCH BECAUSE OF OUR
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE___________. 2. Cor. 8:1-15.
A. My Passionate Giving __________________My Relationship with the Saints.
Vss. 3-5.
B. My Passionate Giving _________________My Relationship with the Saints. Vss. 6, 7.
C. My Passionate Giving __________________My Relationship with the Saints.
Vss. 8-15.

APPLICATION:
1. Do I truly contemplate the debt Christ paid for me- the debt I could never pay on my
own?
2. Is there a desire in me- a “fire in my soul”- that I cannot repress? Do I feel I MUST give
to God?
3. Is my devotion to Christ so intense that I will give up material things to express it?
4. I say that I care about my Christian relationships. Is this evident in the way I give to my
church? Does my giving demonstrate my relationship with others?
5. If everyone gave the way I do, what would my church be like? What could we
accomplish in the way of ministry?
6. Do I understand that my giving helps facilitate my relationships by underwriting
meaningful purposes and a significant vision that I share with my brothers and sisters in
Christ?
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Message Five: Giving Passionately for Discipleship
INTRODUCTION:
The story goes about a twenty-dollar bill and a one-dollar bill who were having a talk.
“Where have you been?” asked the one-dollar bill.
“Oh,” replied the $20 bill, “I’ve been to the restaurant, the casino, the golf course, and
the health club. How about you?
The $1 bill said, “I’ve been to church!”
A true story is told by Clara Null. She writes:
For years we lived in a small town with one bank and three churches. Early one Monday
morning the bank called all three churches with the same request: “Could you bring in
Sunday’s collection right away? We’re out of $1 bills.”
Paul Harvey’s broadcast shared this insight:
The Butter Ball Turkey Company set up a hot line to answer consumer questions about
preparing holiday turkeys. One woman called to inquire about cooking a turkey that had
been in the freezer for twenty-three years! The operator told her it might be safe if the
freezer had been kept below 0 degrees the entire time. But the operator warned the
woman that, even if it were safe, the flavor had probably deteriorated, and she wouldn’t
recommend eating it.
The caller replied, “That’s what we thought. We’ll just donate it to the church.”
These three stories illustrate that some people see the church as a place to give their
“leftovers.” But we shall see today that the church is the best place in the world to
“invest” your money, because the church impacts the world through discipleship.
Today we finish our stewardship sermon series, and we complete our “S.W.O.R.D.” We
have seen that we give for Service, Worship, Outreach, and Relationships; today we shall
see that we give for discipleship.
Discipleship is inextricably tied in to all of the other four passions (purposes).

ILLUSTRATION:
An Army Airborne ranger was learning how to parachute. The sergeant barked out the
orders:
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1.
2.
3.
4.

Jump when you are told to jump.
Count to ten, then pull the ripcord.
If the first chute doesn’t open, pull the second ripcord.
When you land, a truck will take you back to the post.

When the plane got over the landing zone, the soldier jumped when it was his turn. He
counted to ten, the pulled the ripcord. Nothing happened. He pulled the second ripcord.
Nothing happened.
“Oh great,” he complained to himself. “I’ll bet the truck won’t be waiting there for us,
either.”
The same way the truck is useless if you don’t survive the fall, the other areas of
stewardship- service, worship, outreach, and relationships- can’t be done well without
discipleship. They all go hand-in-hand.

PROPOSITION: There are at least four reasons to give passionately for discipleship.
II.

WE GIVE PASSIONATELY BECAUSE DISCIPLESHIP IS
AN EXTENSION OF EVANGELISM. Matt. 28:18-20.
And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to
Me in heaven and on earth. 19“Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, 20“teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
18

A. Evangelism Is Not Complete Without Discipleship.
B. Evangelism Is Not Continued Without Discipleship.

III.

WE GIVE PASSIONATELY BECAUSE DISCIPLESHIP IS
AN ELEMENT OF EQUIPPING. Eph. 4:11-15.
11

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists,
and some pastors and teachers, 12for the equipping of the saints for the work
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13till we all come to the unity
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14that we should no longer be
children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by
the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15but,
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speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the
head—Christ.
A. Equipping the Saints Results in Comprehension.
B. Equipping the Saints Results in Competence.
C. Equipping the Saints Results in Confidence.
D. Equipping the Saints Results in Contribution.

ILLUSTRATION:
Brenda Goodine writes:
My friend decided it was time to talk with her four-year-old son, Benji, about
receiving Christ.
“Benji,” she asked quietly, “would you like to have Jesus in your heart?”
Benji rolled his blue eyes and answered seriously, “No. I don’t think I want
the responsibility.”
Benji understood that being a Christian means responsibility- to edify others.

IV.

WE GIVE PASSIONATELY BECAUSE DISCIPLESHIP IS
AN EXPRESSION OF EDIFICATION. 2 Cor. 12:19.
Again, do you think that we excuse ourselves to you? We speak before God in
Christ. But we do all things, beloved, for your edification.
A. Giving for Discipleship Builds Up the Believer of Christ.
B. Giving for Discipleship Builds Up the Body of Christ.

V.

WE GIVE PASSIONATELY BECAUSE DISCIPLESHIP IS
AN EFFECT OF EXALTATION. John 4:24.
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
A. True Worshippers Grow in Christ.
B. True Worshippers Know Christ.
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C. True Worshippers Go for Christ.
D. True Worshippers Show Christ.

ILLUSTRATION:
Many people view the Sunday morning church experience as the “show
room.” They are into image management, putting on airs, and “fooling”
everybody into thinking that everything is okay. It is better to view church as
the “service department.” This is where you get things “fixed, tweaked, and
tuned.” The show room is where you work, play, live and interact with the
world. The Bible says in Matthew 5:16:
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.

APPLICATION:
1. Do I understand that if my church fails at discipleship it fails at evangelism?
2. Have I grasped that discipleship is necessary for the perpetuation of evangelism?
3. Have I supported my church’s discipleship ministries so that people may grow in
knowledge and faith?
4. Do I understand that giving for the growth of believers results in more believers
who give for the growth of others?
5. Is building up the saints a part of my daily strategy?
6. Am I growing spiritually myself?
7. Have I acknowledged that worshipping Christians will grow, and that this growth
will result in the intentional discipleship of others?
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PASSION-DRIVEN GIVING
Handout for Message Five: Giving Passionately for Discipleship
INTRODUCTION:
Discipleship is inextricably tied in to all of the other four passions (purposes).

PROPOSITION:

There are at least four reasons to give passionately for discipleship.

I. WE GIVE PASSIONATELY BECAUSE DISCIPLESHIP IS AN EXTENSION
OF_________________. Matt. 28:18-20.
A. Evangelism Is Not _______________Without Discipleship.
B. Evangelism Is Not ________________Without Discipleship.

II. WE GIVE PASSIONATELY BECAUSE DISCIPLESHIP IS AN ELEMENT
OF_________________. Eph. 4:11-15.
A. Equipping the Saints Results in_________________.
B. Equipping the Saints Results in_________________.
C. Equipping the Saints Results in_________________.
D. Equipping the Saints Results in__________________.

III. WE GIVE PASSIONATELY BECAUSE DISCIPLESHIP IS AN EXPRESSION
OF__________________. 2 Cor. 12:19.
A. Giving for Discipleship Builds Up the ____________________of Christ.
B. Giving for Discipleship Builds Up the ____________________of Christ.

IV. WE GIVE PASSIONATELY BECAUSE DISCIPLESHIP IS AN EFFECT
OF_____________________. John 4:24.
A. True Worshippers ___________in Christ.
B. True Worshippers ______________Christ.
C. True Worshippers _____for Christ.
D. True Worshippers __________________Christ.

APPLICATION:
1.

Do I understand that if my church fails at discipleship it fails at evangelism?
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2.

Have I grasped that discipleship is necessary for the perpetuation of evangelism?

3.

Have I supported my church’s discipleship ministries so that people may grow in knowledge and
faith?

4.

Do I understand that giving for the growth of believers results in more believers who give for the
growth of others?

5.

Is building up the saints a part of my daily strategy?

6.

Am I growing spiritually myself?

7.

Have I acknowledged that worshipping Christians will grow, and that this growth will result in the
intentional discipleship of others?
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Passion-Driven Giving Makes the Mission Possible
Stewardship and Missions Celebration Banquet
INTRODUCTION:
A young preacher was asked by the local funeral director to hold a graveside burial
service at a local cemetery for a man with no living family or friends. The preacher
started on his way to the cemetery early, but quickly got lost. Eventually, half an hour
later, he saw a backhoe and its crew nearby eating lunch, but there was no hearse in
sight. The diligent young pastor went to the open grave and found the casket already in
place. Taking out his Bible, he read the whole service. Feeling guilty about his tardiness,
he conducted an impassioned and lengthy service, sending the deceased off in style. As he
returned to his car, he overheard one of the workman say to another, “I’ve been putting
in septic tanks for 20 years now, and I haven’t ever seen anything like that!”
Sometimes the church is like that; we are working hard at the wrong things! We must be
about our God-given mission with a passion!

PROPOSITION: For missions to be successful, the church must have four things.
A. THE LOCAL CHURCH MUST HAVE STABILITY. Matt. 16:13-20.
13

When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples,
saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 14So they said, “Some say
John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered and said, “You
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17Jesus answered and said to him,
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,
but My Father who is in heaven. 18“And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
19
“And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.”
1. Stability Requires a Committed Core.

ILLUSTRATION:
There are essentially four levels of commitment regarding the church.


There is the “Community.”
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The community is the sphere of the church’s influence. Obviously, this is the
area of evangelism. It is the church’s task to bring those in the larger
community into the community of the church.


There is the “Crowd.”
The crowd is everyone who is part of the local church, many of whom gather
at the Sunday morning worship event. They tend to be uncommitted to and
rather disconnected from the church family.



There is the “Congregation.”
The congregation is made up of people who have joined the church, and to
some extent have made some “commitment” to the church. They attend, give
some money, and may do a minimal amount of ministry, or occasional
ministry.



There is the “Core.”
The core or “core group” is the heart of the church. They are committed, do
most of the ministry, attend most of the services, and give most of the money.
They see the local church as a privilege, not a right, and see themselves as
servants, not consumers.

Notice that the concentric circle of commitment levels looks like a “target.” Those
who are the most committed are the “bull’s eye,” and you can be sure that the
Enemy has his sights on them. They are a target for the Devil.

The Community
The Crowd
The Congregation
The Core
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1. Stability Requires a Committed Core.
2. Stability Requires Consistent Communication.
3. Stability Requires Constant Cash.

ILLUSTRATION:
The church’s resources create a “ripple effect” on the church’s ministry. I state the
following in my book, Intentionally Turning Your Church Around:
The “Ripple Effect” Principle maintains that the resources collected and
managed by the church affects the extent of ministry and outreach the church can
accomplish. Like ripples in a pond, the size, number, and perimeter of the ripples
(ministry and outreach) are determined by the size and velocity of the object
causing the “splash” (resources). In the case of Missions, for example, the
greater the resources, the more successful a church is in fulfilling the Great
Commission. If the “drop” falling into the “water” is small, there is less
opportunity to reach the “uttermost parts of the earth”. Additionally, the inner
circle (the church) must cause the outer circles (Missions). This principle can be
applied to many areas of ministry.
The Ripple Effect

A. THE LOCAL CHURCH MUST HAVE STABILITY.

B. THE LOCAL CHURCH MUST HAVE SENSITIVITY. Matt. 28:1820.
And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. 19“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20“teaching
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.” Amen.
18

1. We Must Be Sensitive to the Word of God.
2. We Must Be Sensitive to the Work of God.
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3. We Must Be Sensitive to the Will of God.
A. THE LOCAL CHURCH MUST HAVE STABILITY.
B. THE LOCAL CHURCH MUST HAVE SENSITIVITY. Matt. 28:18-20.

C. THE LOCAL CHURCH MUST HAVE SENT-ONES.
1. We Need to Pray for Workers for the Harvest. Matt. 9:35-38.
35

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people. 36But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having
no shepherd. 37Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but
the laborers are few. 38“Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into His harvest.”
2. We Need to Prepare our Workers for the Harvest. Eph. 4:11, 12.
11

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and
some pastors and teachers, 12for the equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ…
3. We Need to Personally Be Workers for the Harvest. Isa. 6:8.
Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, And who will go
for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”

D. THE LOCAL CHURCH MUST HAVE STRATEGIES. Acts 1:8.
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall
be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.
1. We Need a Strategy for Local Missions (Jerusalem).
2. We Need a Strategy for Regional Missions (Judea).
3. We Need a Strategy for National Missions (Samaria).
4. We Need a Strategy for Global Missions (Ends of the Earth).
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APPLICATION:
Jesus decided to come down to earth and go fishing with some guys on the lake. He
noticed that one of the men needed Him to repeat everything that He said. Jesus said, “I
notice that you don’t hear to well.”
The man replied, “I can’t hear at all out of my left ear.”
Jesus touched the man’s ear and he was healed- he could hear everything!
Then Jesus noticed that the second man always fished out one side of the boat. “Why do
you fish from only one side of the boat” He asked the man.
He replied, “I cannot see out of my right eye.”
Jesus touched the man and he immediately had twenty-twenty vision from his blind eye.
The third man said quickly and passionately, “Don’t touch me! I’m on workman’s
comp!”
Sometimes the church is like that; we don’t want God to fix us! Shouldn’t we want to be
the best stewards we can be? Shouldn’t we want to have the best missions program we
can have? Consider these questions:
1. How committed are you to the stability of our church? Are you part of the “core”?
2. Are you sensitive to the Lord’s leading in your life? Will you go anywhere He
sends you?
3. How are you reaching your sphere of influence for Christ? When was the last time
you intentionally witnessed to someone?
4. Are you supportive of the church’s strategies for world evangelism? Do you even
know what those strategies are?
5. Pray right now that God will use you and use us to reach the world for which He
died!
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Passion-Driven Giving Makes the Mission Possible
Stewardship and Missions Celebration Banquet
INTRODUCTION:

PROPOSITION: For missions to be successful, the church must have four things.

A. THE LOCAL CHURCH MUST HAVE________________.
2. Stability Requires a Committed________________.
3. Stability Requires Consistent__________________.
4. Stability Requires Constant_______________________.

B. THE LOCAL CHURCH MUST HAVE_______________________.
4. We Must Be Sensitive to the ___________________of God.
5. We Must Be Sensitive to the ___________________of God.
6. We Must Be Sensitive to the ___________________of God.

C. THE LOCAL CHURCH MUST HAVE _____________-ONES.
4. We Need to ___________for Workers for the Harvest.
5. We Need to ____________our Workers for the Harvest.
6. We Need to ________________Be Workers for the Harvest.

D. THE LOCAL CHURCH MUST HAVE__________________.
5. We Need a Strategy for ________________________Missions (Jerusalem).
6. We Need a Strategy for ________________________Missions (Judea).
7. We Need a Strategy for ________________________Missions (Samaria).
8. We Need a Strategy for __________________Missions (Ends of the Earth).

Gregory Tyree, PhD

90

Passion-Driven Giving
APPLICATION:
6. How committed are you to the stability of our church? Are you part of the “core”?
7. Are you sensitive to the Lord’s leading in your life? Will you go anywhere He sends you?
8. How are you reaching your sphere of influence for Christ? When was the last time you
intentionally witnessed to someone?
9. Are you supportive of the church’s strategies for world evangelism? Do you even know
what those strategies are?
10. Pray right now that God will use you and use us to reach the world for which He died!

The Ripple Effect

The Community

The Crowd
The Congregation
The Core
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOTS
Stewardship Snapshots are “object lessons” that will help you teach a memorable
principle of stewardship. These brief presentations will help drive home the principles
taught throughout Passion Driven Giving.
First Sunday: The Shopping Cart
This is fun and very memorable object lesson. Obtain a shopping cart form a nearby
grocery or retail store (get permission, of course). Have the grocery cart at the front of the
church so everyone can see it. Better yet, push the cart down the center aisle at the time
of the presentation; this will really get everyone’s attention! Purchase (earlier in the
week) the following items (or similar size items that you choose) and have them in the
cart at the beginning of the service: 10 half-gallon cartons of milk; 10 boxes of cereal; ten
apples; and 10 laves of bread (on “top,” of course).
Now, take one of each item and place it on the altar table (or other table). Ask the
congregation: “As you look at what’s left in the basket and what is on the table, does
what’s on the table look like a whole lot?” The obvious answer is, “No.” In reality, 10%
of the groceries isn’t a whole lot.
Now say something like his: “When God asks for a standard giving He calls a ‘tithe’ –
10%- is it really unreasonable? Can’t we survive- and even thrive- on the 90% He allows
us to keep? The next time you prepare to give, calculate if it is 10% or more of your
income. If it is not, think about how you can more than do on the 90%, and give God’s
work the tithe. Try it; you just might like it!”
At the end of the service, leave the shopping cart of goodies in the lobby and announce
that anyone who has a need for these items (or knows of someone who has a need for
these items) may freely take of them. What an example of the church blessing others
through stewardship!
Second Sunday: Tract Attack!
Distribute gospel tracts to one half (preferably one side) of your congregation. The
simplest way to do this is have them already in the pew racks (or on the chairs, etc.)
before people arrive. At the time of your presentation, ask everyone n that side to find
and look at their tract.
Say something like this: “In a moment everyone with a tract is going to go to the other
side of the congregation and ‘present’ the tract to someone. Tell them your name, ask
them theirs, and ask if they wouldn’t mind reading something when they get a chance.
Thank them for their time, and return to your seat.”
What this little exercise does is show the people that giving out a tract is not all that hard.
It doesn’t take much time, and it accomplishes a lot more than the effort it took to do it. It
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is a good example f stewardship. Finally, remind the people that good items like tracts
cost money. These inexpensive tools, when distributed frequently and liberally, result in
souls coming to know Christ. It is just one reason to give to Christ through the local
church.
Third Sunday: Tipping God
This “snapshot” involves two people and is done in the form of a skit. You will need one
woman and one man (can be teenagers) who will play the roles of husband and wife. The
setting is the end of a meal in a restaurant following Sunday morning worship service.
Husband:

That sure was a great meal. The food was good, the atmosphere is nice,
and the service was excellent! I think I will leave a 20% tip.

Wife:

That’s nice, dear. It’s good seeing that you are not being the tightwad you
were in church this morning!

Husband:

What is that supposed to mean?

Wife:

Well, I saw what you put in the offering plate.

Husband:

I put $20.00 in the plate; that’s pretty good.

Wife:

Honey, that would have been good had we made only $200 last week; we
made much more than that. The Bible says to give a tenth of our increase.

Husband:

Are you nuts? Do you realize what 10% of our income would be? My,
then what would we live on?

Wife:

Uh… the other ninety percent!

Husband:

I don’t know if we can do that. I mean, we have bills to pay and kids to
feed and…

Wife:

(Butts in) … And 200 cable stations to pay for and vacations to go on and
golf games to play! For goodness sakes, we can do just fine on the 90%.
Look at what God has given us! It just means giving up some of those
non-essentials.

Husband:

You really think I’m a tightwad?

Wife:

Dear, when it comes to me and the kids, and yourself, I might add, you are
wonderful, but when it comes to God you are not even “tipping” Him.

Husband:

What do you mean, I am not even tipping Him?

Gregory Tyree, PhD

94

Passion-Driven Giving
Wife:

Think about it. You loved the food here, right? What about the spiritual
food you were fed at church? You loved the atmosphere here, right? What
about the church sanctuary, the pews, the music? You loved the service
today, yes? Did you enjoy the service at the church?

Husband:

Why, yes; I enjoyed all those things at the church, but…

Wife:

(Interrupting) But, percentage-wise you gave God much, much less than
you are giving our waiter! Think about it; you’re not even tipping God.

Husband:

I get your point. You make a lot of sense.

Wife:

Of course I do; that’s why I’m your wife. Now let’s get out of here and
talk some more about how we are going to bless God better than we bless
our waiter…

Fourth Sunday: The Parable of the Jar
Collect the following: two large glass jars (like a pickle jar- they must be glass or at least
“clear”); six to eight large rocks (the size of your fist, but small enough to fit into the
mouth of the jars); two bags of pebbles (or gravel, etc.); and two bags of sand. Have all
these items on a table in the front of the church and share this illustration…
Look at these large jars. We are going to try to put all these items (the rocks, the pebbles,
and the d sand) into one of these jars. First, let’s put the sand in (pour the sand into the
jar- it should fill up about a third of the jar). Now, let’s put the pebbles into the jar (pour
the pebbles into the jar- this should fill another third or so). Finally, let’s put four of these
rocks into the jar (if this is done correctly, you will not be able to get all of the rocks into
the jar). Uh oh!
All of us have priorities in our lives. We have time, talent, and treasure (money and
material things) we must manage. We have energy, health, and intellect. How can we
manage all these in a way that pleases God? These resources we manage are like the
sand, pebbles and rocks. Some responsibilities and roles are small (not that important),
some are larger (a little more important), and some are really big (very important). How
can we fit all these in the “jar” of our lives?
Let’s try this experiment again (using the second set of supplies). Let’s put the most
important things- the rocks- in first (place four of the rocks into the jar). Now, let’s put
the second most important things in- the pebbles (pour the pebbles into the jar- they will
sort of “flow” around the rocks). Finally, let’s put the least important things in- the sand
(pour the sand into the jar- it will sort of “flow” around the rocks and the pebbles). Note:
if this is done correctly, you will be able to get all these items into the jar.

Gregory Tyree, PhD

95

Passion-Driven Giving
You see, if we manage our priorities correctly, we can get all things done in our lives that
God wants. If we prioritize the way God’s Word teaches, we will get the first things (like
stewardship) done first!
(Apply this as best you can to the concept of stewardship.)
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TITHE TESTIMONIES
Each of the five weeks of the campaign you want to have someone present a “tithe
testimony.” These people should be approached and scheduled ahead of time, and they
must be people who believe and practice tithing.
At some point in the worship service (each week) a designated person will tell a story,
give their testimony, or demonstrate some other way how hey have trusted God, obeyed
Him by tithing, and have seen Him “come through” for them every time.
The five testimonies should include individuals (or couples) who collectively represent a
large portion of your congregation. A suggested strategy is:
Week One:

A couple (still raising a family) with one household income. Their
testimony will prove that families can have “tight budgets” and still give
faithfully.

Week Two:

A retired couple (or individual) on a “fixed” income. Their testimony will
prove that God’s grace is sufficient even when income is at a minimum.

Week Three: A Single person. His or her testimony will demonstrate that those who
have to handle it all themselves can still trust God and give their tithe
faithfully.
Week Four:

Someone from a “tough background” (saved out of alcoholism, abuse, or
otherwise “disadvantaged”). This person will help drive home the idea that
even those with the toughest obstacles to overcome can “prove God
faithful.” (Note: In the author’s church this was the most meaningful and
effective of the testimonies).

Week Five:

A Teenager or college student. This young person will help drive home
the idea that you are never too young to start giving, and that no income is
too small to be meaningful to God’s church.

Use your imagination and take these testimonies seriously. Don’t consider people who
are irresponsible or not humble. These testimonies help to put “flesh” on your campaign.
They work!
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS
The Sunday School Campaign runs parallel with the church campaign. These materials
are self-explanatory. The key, as with all of these resources, is to use them in their
entirety. The “33 Laws of Stewardship” are adapted from Dave Sutherland’s and Kirk
Nowery’s book by the same name.
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THE THIRTY-THREE LAWS OF STEWARDSHIP
By Dave Sutherland and Kirk Nowery
THE LAW OF RIGHTFUL OWNERSHIP:
Nothing truly belongs to us; everything actually belongs to God.
THE LAW OF PURPOSEFUL POSSESSION:
Wise stewards are guided by lordship, not “hoardship.”
THE LAW OF MIRACULOUS MULTIPLICATION:
The economics of stewardship is governed by the mathematics of the supernatural.
THE LAW OF GUARANTEED RETURN:
As you give so it will be given to you.
THE LAW OF HILARIOUS GIVING:
God loves givers who give with the right attitude.
THE LAW OF FAITHFUL DEPENDABILITY:
Trustworthiness marks the steward.
THE LAW OF PARADOXICAL PARTICIPATION:
The richest generosity often comes out of the deepest poverty.
THE LAW OF SUPERNATURAL SUPPLY:
God enables the giver to give beyond the ability to give.
THE LAW OF EAGER WILLINGNESS:
Wise stewards joyfully choose to support God’s work and do God’s will.
THE LAW OF RECIPROCAL SUPPLY:
Through meeting others’ needs we meet our own.
THE LAW OF CONSTRUCTIVE CONTRIBUTION:
The work of God is to be done by the people of God giving according to God’s will.
THE LAW OF PURPOSEFUL BLESSING:
We are made rich in every way to be generous on every occasion.
THE LAW OF CONSISTENT COLLECTION:
Consistent giving facilitates consistent ministry.
THE LAW OF PROPORTIONATE PARTICIPATION:
God’s provision dictates the believer’s proportion.
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THE LAW OF PERSONAL INITIATIVE:
Desire precedes duty in the grace of giving.
THE LAW OF TOTAL EXCELLENCE:
Excellence in giving is part of a matched set of virtues.
THE LAW OF RIGHTFUL REWARD:
Reward for stewardship and service is granted by God, not gained by man.
THE LAW OF ZEALOUS READINESS:
Zealous stewardship spreads like a powerful contagion.
THE LAW OF GRACEFUL ABUNDANCE:
Abundant grace brings abundant blessing and spurs abundant ministry.
THE LAW OF SECRET SPIRITUALITY:
Godly giving is a private demonstration, not a public display.
THE LAW OF SACRIFICIAL EXAMPLE:
The most significant gifts are often given by the most insignificant givers.
THE LAW OF OVER-THE-TOP OFFERINGS:
Blessed believers live and give above and beyond.
THE LAW OF UNIFIED COMMITMENT:
Oneness of heart and mind brings greatness of power and witness.
THE LAW OF RISKY MANAGEMENT:
Trying to trick God will always trip you up.
THE LAW OF HEARTFUL HUMILITY:
Putting others first makes an impact that will last.
THE LAW OF UNCONDITIONAL CONTENTMENT:
The steward’s contentment is not dependent upon the steward’s circumstances.
THE LAW OF PASTORAL PROVISION:
God’s people must take care of God’s servants.
THE LAW OF GODLY CONTENTMENT:
Wise stewards are happy with what they have, not hassled by what they don’t have.
THE LAW OF FUTURE-FOCUSED GIVING:
Wise stewards invest for the longest possible term.
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THE LAW OF ABSOLUTE HARVEST:
Sow sparingly, reap sparingly; sow bountifully, reap bountifully.
THE LAW OF SINGLE-MINDED SERVICE:
One can serve God or serve money’ no one can serve both.
THE LAW OF CHANNELED RESOURCES:
Stewards are the channels on an endless, eternal supply.
THE LAW OF LOVING COMPLIANCE:
Pure obedience prompted by pure love produces pure stewardship.
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THE 33 LAWS OF STEWARDSHIP
Part One: Laws 1 Through 8
Adult Sunday School Classes: Teacher’s Worksheet
Please consider the following eight “laws” (universal principles) of stewardship, based on
Dave Sutherland’s book, The 33 Laws of Stewardship (Spire Publishers, 2003). There are
several ways your class can approach these laws, but it is recommended that you…


Divide the class into four small groups and have each group tackle two of the
laws (e.g. group one does laws 1 and 2; group two does laws 3 and 4, etc.).



Each group should discuss their two laws and be able to do the following:
o Identify Scripture that teaches each of the laws.
o Discuss the “mini” thoughts under each of the laws.
o Share with each other by encouraging, asking questions, and giving
testimonies that “prove” the laws.
o Designate a “spokesperson” who will share the group’s summaries of the
laws they were assigned.



Use about 75% of the class time for this process.



With the balance of the class time, have each group’s spokesperson take 3 to 4
minutes to share their group’s insight.



Be sure to encourage, affirm, and take time for questions. You will have to really
“stay focused” to stay within the timeframe allotted.

1. THE LAW OF RIGHTFUL OWNERSHIP: Nothing truly belongs to us;
everything actually belongs to God.
a. Think of yourself as the manager of a trust.
b. Think of each day as an opportunity for service and stewardship.
c. Think of money as a means to an end, not the end itself.
2. THE LAW OF PURPOSEFUL POSSESSION: Wise stewards are guided by
lordship, not “hoardship.”
a. Richness toward God comes through seeing everything as a gift from His
hand.
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b. Richness toward God comes through seeking His direction before settling
on decisions.
c. Richness toward God comes through caring more about giving then
getting.
3. THE LAW OF MIRACULOUS MULTIPLICATION: The economics of
stewardship is governed by the mathematics of the supernatural.
a. When faces with a major need, express confidence in the Need-meeter.
b. When faced with a major need, follow directions.
c. When faced with a major need, brace for a great adventure.
4. THE LAW OF GUARANTEED RETURN: As you give so it will be given to
you.
a. Check your eternal investment portfolio on a regular basis.
b. Don’t allow worry to control your thoughts.
c. Don’t give in order to get.
5. THE LAW OF HILARIOUS GIVING: God loves givers who give with the
right attitude.
a. Don’t talk yourself out of giving.
b. Take money seriously, but not too seriously.
c. Give with a smile, not a cringe.
6. THE LAW OF FAITHFUL DEPENDABILITY: Trustworthiness marks the
steward.
a. To be a trustworthy steward, you must handle the small things with the
same regard as the big things.
b. To be a trustworthy steward, you must see everything in life as sacred.
c. Don’t keep the secret things of God; share them liberally.
7. THE LAW OF PARADOXICAL PARTICIPATION: The richest generosity
often comes out of the deepest poverty.
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a. Respond to need, not to pressure.
b. Have an open heart and an open hand.
c. Be a river, not a reservoir.
8. THE LAW OF SUPERNATURAL SUPPLY: God enables the giver to give
beyond the ability to give.
a. Bid farewell to the scarcity mindset; think of abundance.
b. Base your promises upon God’s promises.
c. Extend the limits of your spiritual comfort zone.
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THE 33 LAWS OF STEWARDSHIP
Part One: Laws 1 Through 8
Adult Sunday School Classes: Student’s Worksheet
1. THE LAW OF RIGHTFUL OWNERSHIP: Nothing truly belongs to us;
everything actually belongs to God.
a. Think of yourself as the manager of a trust.
b. Think of each day as an opportunity for service and stewardship.
c. Think of money as a means to an end, not the end itself.
2. THE LAW OF PURPOSEFUL POSSESSION: Wise stewards are guided by
lordship, not “hoardship.”
a. Richness toward God comes through seeing everything as a gift from His
hand.
b. Richness toward God comes through seeking His direction before settling
on decisions.
c. Richness toward God comes through caring more about giving then
getting.
3. THE LAW OF MIRACULOUS MULTIPLICATION: The economics of
stewardship is governed by the mathematics of the supernatural.
a. When faces with a major need, express confidence in the Need-meeter.
b. When faced with a major need, follow directions.
c. When faced with a major need, brace for a great adventure.
4. THE LAW OF GUARANTEED RETURN: As you give so it will be given to
you.
a. Check your eternal investment portfolio on a regular basis.
b. Don’t allow worry to control your thoughts.
c. Don’t give in order to get.
5. THE LAW OF HILARIOUS GIVING: God loves givers who give with the
right attitude.
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a. Don’t talk yourself out of giving.
b. Take money seriously, but not too seriously.
c. Give with a smile, not a cringe.
6. THE LAW OF FAITHFUL DEPENDABILITY: Trustworthiness marks the
steward.
a. To be a trustworthy steward, you must handle the small things with the
same regard as the big things.
b. To be a trustworthy steward, you must see everything in life as sacred.
c. Don’t keep the secret things of God; share them liberally.
7. THE LAW OF PARADOXICAL PARTICIPATION: The richest generosity
often comes out of the deepest poverty.
a. Respond to need, not to pressure.
b. Have an open heart and an open hand.
c. Be a river, not a reservoir.
8. THE LAW OF SUPERNATURAL SUPPLY: God enables the giver to give
beyond the ability to give.
a. Bid farewell to the scarcity mindset; think of abundance.
b. Base your promises upon God’s promises.
c. Extend the limits of your spiritual comfort zone.
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THE 33 LAWS OF STEWARDSHIP
Part Two: Laws 9 Through 16
Adult Sunday School Classes: Teacher’s Worksheet
Please consider the following eight “laws” (universal principles) of stewardship, based on
Dave Sutherland’s book, The 33 Laws of Stewardship (Spire Publishers, 2003). There are
several ways your class can approach these laws, but it is recommended that you…


Divide the class into four small groups and have each group tackle two of the
laws (e.g. group one does laws 9 and 10; group two does laws 11 and 12, etc.).



Each group should discuss their two laws and be able to do the following:
o Identify Scripture that teaches each of the laws.
o Discuss the “mini” thoughts under each of the laws.
o Share with each other by encouraging, asking questions, and giving
testimonies that “prove” the laws.
o Designate a “spokesperson” who will share the group’s summaries of the
laws they were assigned.



Use about 75% of the class time for this process.



With the balance of the class time, have each group’s spokesperson take 3 to 4
minutes to share their group’s insight.



Be sure to encourage, affirm, and take time for questions. You will have to really
“stay focused” to stay within the timeframe allotted.

9. THE LAW OF EAGER WILLINGNESS: Wise stewards joyfully choose to
support God’s work and do God’s will.
d. The willing giver chooses to be open toward God and man.
e. The willing giver encourages others to give, inspiring them by example.
f. The willing giver sees the pleasure of sacrifice, not the pain.
10. THE LAW OF RECIPROCAL SUPPLY: Through meeting others’ needs we
meet our own.
a. When you face a big need, try to find someone else with that same need.
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b. Use your gifts.
c. Look constantly for Body-building opportunities.
11. THE LAW OF CONSTRUCTIVE CONTRIBUTION: The work of God is to
be done by the people of God giving according to God’s will.
a. Intensify your persistence in prayer.
b. Expect difficulty when you do what’s right.
c. Don’t give up or give in.
12. THE LAW OF PURPOSEFUL BLESSING: We are made rich in every way to
be generous on every occasion.
a. Giving on purpose begins with living on purpose.
b. Blessing others generously is a delight, not a duty.
c. Stewardship is measured qualitatively, not just quantitatively.
13. THE LAW OF CONSISTENT COLLECTION: Consistent giving facilitates
consistent ministry.
a. Give with consistent gratitude.
b. Give with consistent sacrifice.
c. Give with consistent praise.
14. THE LAW OF PROPORTIONATE PARTICIPATION: God’s provision
dictates the believer’s proportion.
a. Don’t worry about what you have or don’t have to give.
b. Give in proportion to everything you have received.
c. Deny the dominance of worldly thinking.
15. THE LAW OF PERSONAL INITIATIVE: Desire precedes duty in the grace
of giving.
a. Take the initiative in giving to the plight of the poor.
b. Take the initiative in giving to the cause of Christ.
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c. Take the initiative in giving to the spread of the Gospel.
16. THE LAW OF TOTAL EXCELLENCE: Excellence in giving is part of a
matched set of virtues.
a. Discipline yourself to give.
b. Determine to give daily.
c. Devote yourself to the “Giver.”
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THE 33 LAWS OF STEWARDSHIP
Part Two: Laws 9 Through 16
Adult Sunday School Classes: Student’s Worksheet
9. THE LAW OF EAGER WILLINGNESS: Wise stewards joyfully choose to
support God’s work and do God’s will.
a. The willing giver chooses to be open toward God and man.
b. The willing giver encourages others to give, inspiring them by example.
c. The willing giver sees the pleasure of sacrifice, not the pain.
10. THE LAW OF RECIPROCAL SUPPLY: Through meeting others’ needs we
meet our own.
a. When you face a big need, try to find someone else with that same need.
b. Use your gifts.
c. Look constantly for Body-building opportunities.
11. THE LAW OF CONSTRUCTIVE CONTRIBUTION: The work of God is to
be done by the people of God giving according to God’s will.
a. Intensify your persistence in prayer.
b. Expect difficulty when you do what’s right.
c. Don’t give up or give in.
12. THE LAW OF PURPOSEFUL BLESSING: We are made rich in every way to
be generous on every occasion.
a. Giving on purpose begins with living on purpose.
b. Blessing others generously is a delight, not a duty.
c. Stewardship is measured qualitatively, not just quantitatively.
13. THE LAW OF CONSISTENT COLLECTION: Consistent giving facilitates
consistent ministry.
a. Give with consistent gratitude.

Gregory Tyree, PhD

112

Passion-Driven Giving
b. Give with consistent sacrifice.
c. Give with consistent praise.
14. THE LAW OF PROPORTIONATE PARTICIPATION: God’s provision
dictates the believer’s proportion.
a. Don’t worry about what you have or don’t have to give.
b. Give in proportion to everything you have received.
c. Deny the dominance of worldly thinking.
15. THE LAW OF PERSONAL INITIATIVE: Desire precedes duty in the grace
of giving.
a. Take the initiative in giving to the plight of the poor.
b. Take the initiative in giving to the cause of Christ.
c. Take the initiative in giving to the spread of the Gospel.
16. THE LAW OF TOTAL EXCELLENCE: Excellence in giving is part of a
matched set of virtues.
a. Discipline yourself to give.
b. Determine to give daily.
c. Devote yourself to the “Giver.”
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THE 33 LAWS OF STEWARDSHIP
Part Three: Laws 17 Through 24
Adult Sunday School Classes: Teacher’s Worksheet
Please consider the following eight “laws” (universal principles) of stewardship, based on
Dave Sutherland’s book, The 33 Laws of Stewardship (Spire Publishers, 2003). There are
several ways your class can approach these laws, but it is recommended that you…


Divide the class into four small groups and have each group tackle two of the
laws (e.g. group one does laws 17 and 18; group two does laws 19 and 20, etc.).



Each group should discuss their two laws and be able to do the following:
o Identify Scripture that teaches each of the laws.
o Discuss the “mini” thoughts under each of the laws.
o Share with each other by encouraging, asking questions, and giving
testimonies that “prove” the laws.
o Designate a “spokesperson” who will share the group’s summaries of the
laws they were assigned.



Use about 75% of the class time for this process.



With the balance of the class time, have each group’s spokesperson take 3 to 4
minutes to share their group’s insight.



Be sure to encourage, affirm, and take time for questions. You will have to really
“stay focused” to stay within the timeframe allotted.

17. THE LAW OF RIGHTFUL REWARD: Reward for stewardship and service is
granted by God, not gained by man.
a. Beware of making bargains with God.
b. Beware of watching others.
c. Beware of confidences.
18. THE LAW OF ZEALOUS READINESS: Zealous stewardship spreads like a
powerful contagion.
a. See only Christ as the cause.
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b. Count only Christ as dear.
19. THE LAW OF GRACEFUL ABUNDANCE: Abundant grace brings abundant
blessing and spurs abundant ministry.
a. Build a memorial of gratitude for God’s grace.
b. Tell how much the Lord has done for you.
20. THE LAW OF SECRET SPIRITUALITY: Godly giving is a private
demonstration, not a public display.
a. Don’t draw attention to yourself; direct attention to the Lord.
b. Don’t measure yourself against other Christians.
c. Don’t forget the faith factor.
21. THE LAW OF SACRIFICIAL EXAMPLE: The most significant gifts are
often given by the most insignificant givers.
a. When your church has a major need, give sacrificially to meet it.
b. When your neighbor has a major problem, give sacrificially to solve it.
c. When your Christian brothers and sisters have a major crisis, give
sacrificially to confront it.
22. THE LAW OF OVER-THE-TOP OFFERINGS: Blessed believers live and
give above and beyond.
a. When your church has a major project, get involved in a major way.
b. When you give to the Lord’s work, go above and beyond the call of duty.
c. When you receive a challenge to give, see it as an opportunity, not an
interference.
23. THE LAW OF UNIFIED COMMITMENT: Oneness of heart and mind brings
greatness of power and witness.
a. Think of fellow Christians as your partners.
b. Think of your gifts to the Lord’s work as contributions to a unique
“mutual fund.”

Gregory Tyree, PhD

115

Passion-Driven Giving
c. Think of your church as a laser, not a light bulb.
24. THE LAW OF RISKY MANAGEMENT: Trying to trick God will always trip
you up.
a. Don’t make yourself out to be better than you are.
b. Engage the great power, experience the great grace, and express the great
fear.
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THE 33 LAWS OF STEWARDSHIP
Part Three: Laws 17 Through 24
Adult Sunday School Classes: Student’s Worksheet

25. THE LAW OF RIGHTFUL REWARD: Reward for stewardship and service is
granted by God, not gained by man.
a. Beware of making bargains with God.
b. Beware of watching others.
c. Beware of confidences.
26. THE LAW OF ZEALOUS READINESS: Zealous stewardship spreads like a
powerful contagion.
a. See only Christ as the cause.
b. Count only Christ as dear.
27. THE LAW OF GRACEFUL ABUNDANCE: Abundant grace brings abundant
blessing and spurs abundant ministry.
a. Build a memorial of gratitude for God’s grace.
b. Tell how much the Lord has done for you.
28. THE LAW OF SECRET SPIRITUALITY: Godly giving is a private
demonstration, not a public display.
a. Don’t draw attention to yourself; direct attention to the Lord.
b. Don’t measure yourself against other Christians.
c. Don’t forget the faith factor.
29. THE LAW OF SACRIFICIAL EXAMPLE: The most significant gifts are
often given by the most insignificant givers.
a. When your church has a major need, give sacrificially to meet it.
b. When your neighbor has a major problem, give sacrificially to solve it.
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c. When your Christian brothers and sisters have a major crisis, give
sacrificially to confront it.
30. THE LAW OF OVER-THE-TOP OFFERINGS: Blessed believers live and
give above and beyond.
a. When your church has a major project, get involved in a major way.
b. When you give to the Lord’s work, go above and beyond the call of duty.
c. When you receive a challenge to give, see it as an opportunity, not an
interference.
31. THE LAW OF UNIFIED COMMITMENT: Oneness of heart and mind brings
greatness of power and witness.
a. Think of fellow Christians as your partners.
b. Think of your gifts to the Lord’s work as contributions to a unique
“mutual fund.”
c. Think of your church as a laser, not a light bulb.
32. THE LAW OF RISKY MANAGEMENT: Trying to trick God will always trip
you up.
a. Don’t make yourself out to be better than you are.
b. Engage the great power, experience the great grace, and express the great
fear.
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THE 33 LAWS OF STEWARDSHIP
Part Four: Laws 25-33
Adult Sunday School Classes: Teacher’s Worksheet
Please consider the following eight “laws” (universal principles) of stewardship, based on
Dave Sutherland’s book, The 33 Laws of Stewardship (Spire Publishers, 2003). There are
several ways your class can approach these laws, but it is recommended that you…


Divide the class into four small groups and have each group tackle two of the
laws (e.g. group one does laws 25 and 26; group two does laws 27 and 28, etc.).



Each group should discuss their two laws and be able to do the following:
o Identify Scripture that teaches each of the laws.
o Discuss the “mini” thoughts under each of the laws.
o Share with each other by encouraging, asking questions, and giving
testimonies that “prove” the laws.
o Designate a “spokesperson” who will share the group’s summaries of the
laws they were assigned.



Use about 75% of the class time for this process.



With the balance of the class time, have each group’s spokesperson take 3 to 4
minutes to share their group’s insight.



Be sure to encourage, affirm, and take time for questions. You will have to really
“stay focused” to stay within the timeframe allotted.

25. THE LAW OF HEARTFUL HUMILITY: Putting others first makes an impact
that will last.
a. Seek an elevated purpose, not an elevated position.
b. Give and give up.
26. THE LAW OF UNCONDITIONAL CONTENTMENT: The steward’s
contentment is not dependent upon the steward’s circumstances.
a. Place your confidence in God’s control.
b. Place your confidence in Christ’s strength.
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27. THE LAW OF PASTORAL PROVISION: God’s people must take care of
God’s servants.
a. Be consistent, be persistent, and be thankful toward your pastor.
b. Give more than money.
c. Remember that spiritual leaders are worthy of double honor.
28. THE LAW OF GODLY CONTENTMENT: Wise stewards are happy with
what they have, not hassled by what they don’t have.
a. Be satisfied with life’s essentials.
b. Be wary of life’s temptations.
c. Be happy in life’s circumstances.
29. THE LAW OF FUTURE-FOCUSED GIVING: Wise stewards invest for the
longest possible term.
a. Concern yourself more with investment than enjoyment.
b. Be rich toward God.
30. THE LAW OF ABSOLUTE HARVEST: Sow sparingly, reap sparingly; sow
bountifully, reap bountifully.
a. Sow generously, not sparingly.
b. Never give up in doing good.
c. Be patient.
31. THE LAW OF SINGLE-MINDED SERVICE: One can serve God or serve
money’ no one can serve both.
a. Be single-minded about God’s Word.
b. Be single-minded about God’s Will.
c. Be single-minded about God’s Work.
32. THE LAW OF CHANNELED RESOURCES: Stewards are the channels on an
endless, eternal supply.

Gregory Tyree, PhD

120

Passion-Driven Giving
a. Be an open channel.
b. Be an observant servant.
c. Be objective about what matters to God.
33. THE LAW OF LOVING COMPLIANCE: Pure obedience prompted by pure
love produces pure stewardship.
a. Pursue maturity, not perfection.
b. Yield the right of way.
c. Run with the finish line in view.
34. THE LAW OF RIGHTFUL OWNERSHIP: Nothing truly belongs to us;
everything actually belongs to God.
a. Think of yourself as the manager of a trust.
b. Think of each day as an opportunity for service and stewardship.
c. Think of money as a means to an end, not the end itself.
(Note: Law 34 is Law 1 repeated. This is so that the lessons will “balance out,” and
so that the primary law of stewardship can be emphasized.)
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THE 33 LAWS OF STEWARDSHIP
Part Four: Laws 25-33
Adult Sunday School Classes: Student’s Worksheet
35. THE LAW OF HEARTFUL HUMILITY: Putting others first makes an impact
that will last.
a. Seek an elevated purpose, not an elevated position.
b. Give and give up.
36. THE LAW OF UNCONDITIONAL CONTENTMENT: The steward’s
contentment is not dependent upon the steward’s circumstances.
a. Place your confidence in God’s control.
b. Place your confidence in Christ’s strength.
37. THE LAW OF PASTORAL PROVISION: God’s people must take care of
God’s servants.
a. Be consistent, be persistent, and be thankful toward your pastor.
b. Give more than money.
c. Remember that spiritual leaders are worthy of double honor.
38. THE LAW OF GODLY CONTENTMENT: Wise stewards are happy with
what they have, not hassled by what they don’t have.
a. Be satisfied with life’s essentials.
b. Be wary of life’s temptations.
c. Be happy in life’s circumstances.
39. THE LAW OF FUTURE-FOCUSED GIVING: Wise stewards invest for the
longest possible term.
a. Concern yourself more with investment than enjoyment.
b. Be rich toward God.
40. THE LAW OF ABSOLUTE HARVEST: Sow sparingly, reap sparingly; sow
bountifully, reap bountifully.
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a. Sow generously, not sparingly.
b. Never give up in doing good.
c. Be patient.
41. THE LAW OF SINGLE-MINDED SERVICE: One can serve God or serve
money’ no one can serve both.
a. Be single-minded about God’s Word.
b. Be single-minded about God’s Will.
c. Be single-minded about God’s Work.
42. THE LAW OF CHANNELED RESOURCES: Stewards are the channels on an
endless, eternal supply.
a. Be an open channel.
b. Be an observant servant.
c. Be objective about what matters to God.
43. THE LAW OF LOVING COMPLIANCE: Pure obedience prompted by pure
love produces pure stewardship.
a. Pursue maturity, not perfection.
b. Yield the right of way.
c. Run with the finish line in view.
44. THE LAW OF RIGHTFUL OWNERSHIP: Nothing truly belongs to us;
everything actually belongs to God.
a. Think of yourself as the manager of a trust.
b. Think of each day as an opportunity for service and stewardship.
c. Think of money as a means to an end, not the end itself.
(Note: Law 34 is Law 1 repeated. This is so that the lessons will “balance out,” and
so that the primary law of stewardship can be emphasized.)
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THE MAIL CAMPAIGN
The following pages are samples of all the letters that will go out throughout this
campaign. Don’t forget that my website (www.GregoryKTyree.com) has these letters, so
will want to personalize them form there. Use them completely. Don’t “skip” any of
them. While mailing costs money, the consistent and continual “at home” contact over
the next couple of months will result in great dividends; both financially and spiritually.
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PRE-CAMPAIGN ALL-CHURCH MAIL-OUT

Date: _________________________
Dear Church Family,
It is hard to believe that Summer is over and Fall is here, but the cool crisp air, the
changing of the leaves, and the shorter days are all reminders that time is quickly slipping
by! As we enter October, we are embarking on our Annual Stewardship Emphasis
Month. In previous years, God has really used these campaigns to challenge and stretch
us, and help us accomplish more ministry for Him!
This year our theme is: Passion-Driven Giving. I know that you are passionate about the
Lord and His church, and the Lord is passionate about us. Essentially, the Lord has
instilled five passions (purposes) in us:
1. A Passion for Serving Him
2. A Passion for Worshipping Him
3. A Passion for Outreaching to Others
4. A Passion for Relationships with Believers
5. A Passion for Discipleship for Growth
We have simply called this passion-driven ministry our “S.W.O.R.D.” This “sword” is
powerful, and helps us accomplish what God has called for us to accomplish. As we
emphasize Passion-Driven Giving, we are asking you to join us in the following.


A Campaign kick-off breakfast for everyone from seventh grade through adults.
This is sponsored by the Women of Faith and Joshua’s Men Sunday School
Classes. We will celebrate with food and fellowship in the 3rd.



Weekly Sunday School classes that will focus on Passion-Driven Giving. All are
welcome, and nursery and children’s classes are provided. The kids will be
learning about tithing on their age-level.



Five dynamic weeks of worship and sermons focusing on the five passions of the
church.



An “All-Tithe” Sunday (November 7). Imagine what it would be like if all of our
attendees gave God (through Brookdale) 10% of their total weekly family
income! We challenge you to start thinking of that today. If you are already
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tithing, we are challenging you to give 10% or more of what you normally give.
Watch what God does when we do this together!


“Tithe Testimonies.” Each week we will hear from someone who has tested
God’s promises regarding tithing, and have found Him to be faithful!



“Stewardship Snapshots.” Each worship service will feature a skit or object lesson
about tithing you will not soon forget.

You will be receiving a letter from me each of the next five weeks. Each week I will…


Encourage you with something exciting about the five passions of the church



Teach you about what the Bible really says about giving to the Lord, and



Challenge you to give the Lord your best gift for the next year through the Church

Each letter will contain an envelope and a pledge card that you can use as a way to say,
“Yes! I am going to give generously through my church to my Savior’s work!” While
your giving is strictly between “you and God,” this commitment card will serve as a way
to encourage us here at Brookdale, and help us plan our ministry budget for 2005. You
can be assured that your card will be confidential, seen only by a few church leaders.
You probably saw The Passion of the Christ; you know that Jesus is passionate about us;
now, let us be passionate for Him. Let’s together participate in Passion-Driven Giving
and watch God do His miracles in our church!
Giving with You,
Pastor
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FIRST-WEEK MAIL-OUT (AFTER SERMON ONE)

Date: ________________________
Dear Church Family,
Tony Campolo, in a sermon titled "Year of Jubilee," shares this heart-moving story:
I walked down Chestnut Street in Philadelphia. There was a filthy bum, covered
with soot from head to toe. He had a huge beard. I'll never forget the beard. It
was a gigantic beard with rotted food stuck in it. He held a cup of McDonald's
coffee and mumbled as he walked along the street. He spotted me and said, "Hey,
Mister. You want some of my coffee?"
I knew I should take some to be nice, and I did. I gave it back to him and said,
"You're being pretty generous giving away your coffee this morning. What's
gotten into you that you're giving away your coffee all of a sudden?"
He said, "Well, the coffee was especially delicious this morning, and I figured if
God gives you something good you ought to share it with people." I figured, This
is the perfect setup. I said, "Is there anything I can give you in return?" I'm sure
he's going to hit me for five dollars.
He said, "Yeah, you can give me a hug." I was hoping for the five dollars.
He put his arms around me. I put my arms around him. And I realized something.
He wasn't going to let me go. He was holding on to me. Here I am an
establishment guy, and this bum is hanging on me. He's hugging me. He's not
going to let me go. People are passing on the street. They're staring at me. I'm
embarrassed. But little by little my embarrassment turned to awe.
I heard a voice echoing down the corridors of time saying, I was hungry. Did you
feed me? I was naked. Did you clothe me? I was sick. Did you care for me? I was
the bum you met on Chestnut Street. Did you hug me? For if you did it unto the
least of these, my brothers and sisters, you did it to me. And if you failed to do it
unto the least of these, my brothers and sisters, you failed to do it unto me.
Last Sunday God reminded us in His Word that giving is about service: service to Him;
service to other Christians; and service to the lost world. How are you doing “hugging”
the world? How committed are you to the mission of the church? Would you take a
moment to fill out the enclosed commitment card and return it to the church (either mail
it or place it in the offering plate this Sunday)? Remember, your generous and regular
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giving to Brookdale is indeed an act of service to your church family, the lost world we
are attempting to reach, and mostly, our Savior. Thank you for your faithfulness.
Giving with You,
Pastor
P.S. Don’t forget that _________________ is “All-Tithe” Sunday. Will you prayerfully
consider giving God 10% of your household income that week (or if you are already
tithing, 10% above your normal giving)? Let’s see the blessings of God flow as we are
obedient to Him!
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SECOND-WEEK MAIL-OUT (AFTER SERMON TWO)

Date: _____________________
Dear Church Family,
This past Sunday we explored the Word to see how worship and giving relate. We
discovered that “our grateful worship of God affects our giving” and that “our generous
giving to God affects our worship.” Perhaps Ezra 1:1-4 will shed a little more light on
this idea.
1

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of
Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that
he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying,
2
Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD God of heaven
has given me. And He has commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which is in
Judah. 3Who is among you of all His people? May his God be with him, and let him go up
to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel (He is
God), which is in Jerusalem. 4And whoever is left in any place where he dwells, let the
men of his place help him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, besides the
freewill offerings for the house of God which is in Jerusalem. (NKJV)
Referring to this passage, John Maxwell, in The Leadership Study Bible writes: Unlike
King Rehoboam, the Persian King Cyrus was able to connect with God’s people. He first
displayed mercy and then identified with the values and heart of the people. What
enabled King Cyrus to connect with the people? Ezra tells us he exhibited…
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Humility- He realized his power came from God and should honor God.
Responsibility- He felt strongly he should build a place of worship for the Jews.
Empowerment- He allowed those who had a heart to build to fulfill their call.
Resources- He issued a decree to support the builders.
Stewardship- He managed people’s gifts.
Priorities- He valued what the people valued.

I would like to add a seventh item to Dr. Maxwell’s list: passion. Notice that in verse one
“the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus.” The people gave because hearts were stirred. In
other words, we give to what we are passionate about, and we are passionate about what
we love. Worship, true authentic worship, causes God’s people to join in Passion-Driven
Giving. Look at the list above and ask yourself, “Am I passionate about God’s projects?
Do I give generously out of a heart of worship? Have I understood the intrinsic link
between my giving and my worship?”
Please prayerfully consider the enclosed commitment card. Simply write in the amount,
which by the grace of God, you commit to give Brookdale each week for the next year
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and mail it to the church or place it in this week’s offering plate. This will help us plan
our ministries for 2005, as well as encourage your church family. Thank you for our
Passion-Driven Giving.
Serving Him with You,
Pastor
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THIRD-WEEK MAIL-OUT (AFTER SERMON THREE)
Date: ___________________
Dear Church Family,
Church-growth specialist Leonard Sweet writes:
As a child I heard a memorable story at a holiness revival meeting in New York. It seems a
certain missionary, home on leave, was shopping for a globe of the world to take back to her
mission station. The clerk showed her a reasonably priced globe and another one with a light
bulb inside. "This is nicer," the clerk said, pointing to the illuminated globe, "but of course, a
lighted world costs more."
It is true; a “lighted” world does cost more. A “lighted” world, a world that is not in “darkness,”
cost Jesus His precious blood. A “lighted” world cost God His only begotten Son. A “lighted”
world costs the church its resources: time, talents, and treasures.
Have you thought about that lately? To reach the world- to deliver it from darkness- we most
give. “For God so loved the world that He gave…” If we are to love the same world we must
give.
This past Sunday we learned that we should give passionately to God through the local church
because…
1. Heaven is sweet;
2. Hell is hot; and
3. Time is short
Do you want people to go to heaven? Then give generously to your church so that we might do
more evangelism. Do you desire that people not go to hell? Then seriously consider how your
regular giving can help spread the Good News that hell can be avoided by faith in Christ. Do you
realize that time is short- that we may not have too much longer to “get the word out?” Then why
not begin your strategy of regular giving today?
Please take a moment to fill out the enclosed commitment card and mail it in to the church office
or place it in this week’s offering plate. Remember, your commitment is between you and God,
but letting us know is a way to encourage your church and improve our outreach.
A few years ago I read a sign on the wall of a church fellowship hall. It said, “Before you count
the cost, count the lost.” I pray that will be our attitude, as well. No price can be placed on an
eternal soul.
Passionately Giving with You,
Pastor Greg
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FOURTH-WEEK MAIL-OUT (AFTER SERMON FOUR)

Date: ________________________

Dear Church Family,
A little story in the Daily Bread a few years ago went like this:
An elderly man lay in a hospital with his wife of 55 years sitting at his bedside. "Is that you,
Ethel, at my side again?" he whispered.
"Yes, dear," she answered.
He softly said to her, "Remember years ago when I was in the Veteran's Hospital? You were with
me then. You were with me when we lost everything in a fire. And Ethel, when we were poor—you
stuck with me then too."
The man sighed and said, "I tell you, Ethel, you are bad luck."
Let’s face it; relationships are hard. But in the final analysis, relationships are all that matter.
This past Sunday we learned together how relationships are a driving force in our ministry of
stewardship. We learned that we should give passionately to our church because of our
relationship with our Savior and with the saints. We were reminded that these relationships are
seen metaphorically in the cross of Christ; the vertical beam representing our relationship with
God and the horizontal beam representing our relationship with others.
Imagine standing before God in heaven. What will matter then? Your home? Your car? Will your
savings account matter then? No, it will be your relationships that matter. After all, the only thing
you can take to heaven is other people.
As you consider the enclosed commitment card, think of your relationship with God and your
relationship with your church. Meditate on the thought that your generous giving to your church
is a reflection of the value you place on these relationships. In relational community we give
together- we are a team- and “team” means, “together everyone accomplished more.”
Thank your for your committed stewardship to our church. It is a blessing to know that you take
your relationship with God and with others seriously. May God bless you richly.
Giving with You,
Pastor
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FIFTH-WEEK MAIL-OUT (AFTER SERMON FIVE)
Date: ________________________

Dear Church Family,
Winning a child to Christ is, of course, infinitely valuable in itself, but sometimes we are winning
even more, as the following story shows:
Edward Kimball, a shoe-shop assistant and a Sunday school teacher in Chicago, loved boys. He
spent hours of his free time visiting the young street urchins in Chicago's inner city, trying to win
them for Christ. Through him, a young boy named D. L. Moody got saved in 1858. Moody grew
up to be a preacher.
In 1879 Moody won to the Lord a young man by the name of F. B. Meyer, who also grew up to
be a preacher. Meyer won a young man by the name of J. W. Chapman to Christ. Chapman, in
turn, grew up to be a preacher and brought the message of Christ to a baseball player named Billy
Sunday.
As an athlete/evangelist, Sunday held a revival in Charlotte, North Carolina, that was so
successful that another evangelist by the name of Mordecai Ham was invited to Charlotte to
preach. It was while Ham was preaching that a teenager named Billy Graham gave his life to
Jesus.
It all started with winning a child to Jesus.
That’s the power of discipleship. You see when you give generously to your church, you are
ensuring that children and adults are discipled. You are helping to impact future generations for
Christ!
If you haven’t returned your stewardship commitment card yet, will you prayerfully ask God to
direct you in your commitment to His church and return your card today? Or, you may bring it
Sunday and place it in the special collection for All-Tithe Sunday. Your commitment is between
you and the Lord, but submitting the card is a great way to encourage your church and help us
plan our ministries for the coming year.
Finally, be thinking and praying about how you can serve your church “hands on.” Do you have
carpenter skills, the ability to sing or teach, or maybe a way with children? Can you encourage
people, be a prayer warrior, or help set up for events? There are many ways to serve. Think about
it, then contact the church office and let us know how you would like to serve in the church. Now,
that’s discipleship!
May God bless you as you serve Him through your commitment to your church family and the
Body of Christ.
Giving With You,
Pastor
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ALL-TITHE SUNDAY
It is a fact that only about 5% of church members actually give ten percent of their
income to the church. If that figure is higher for you, praise the Lord! If that figure seems
to fit your church, this campaign may help. Passion-Driven Giving actually approaches
the “tithe” as a biblical “norm” for giving. If this violates your biblical convictions, you
may want to “ignore” this idea, but if you believe that tithing is a good start (and a good
idea), implement this plan.
All-Tithe Sunday is simple: announce (many weeks in advance) that on the following
Sunday after the campaign, your church is asking everyone to give ten percent (10%) of
their total household income for that week. Those who already do this (or more) are
asked to give ten percent (10%) more than their usual giving. Remind them that they are
not to “hold back” their weekly giving and simply give more that day. They should
continue to give as usual, but give more n All-Tithe Sunday.
The logic goes something like this: you may feel like you can’t tithe every week, but
surely you can try it for ONE Sunday! Test the Lord and see that He will be faithful!
Give your best gift on All-Tithe Sunday and you will be glad you did.
This little idea results in several exciting outcomes: 1) you will almost surely have a
larger-than-normal offering on All-Tithe Sunday; 2) your members will get to enjoy
watching God work in their lives; 3) the joint-effort by the church family will create
enthusiasm and unity; and 4) many will begin to tithe (or give above their tithe) on a
regular basis. This is the basis of stewardship.
Take advantage of the “All-Tithe” poster, the All-Tithe” bulletin insert and the “AllTithe” mail-out insert to help you support this idea and make it a success.
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THE KICKOFF BREAKFAST AND THE CELEBRATION
BANQUET
There are two church-wide events you should schedule in relation to this campaign: The
Kickoff Breakfast and the Celebration Banquet.
THE KICKOFF BREAKFAST
The Kickoff Breakfast is simply a continental breakfast affair that you schedule during
Sunday School the first Sunday of the campaign. By this time, teachers have been
informed and have received material, and all church members have received the “precampaign mail-out.”
This breakfast should be simple. The only agenda is fellowship and encouragement. All
classes (teens through adults) should be invited to this event. Teachers are obviously
“giving up” a week of class.
Your church gym or fellowship hall are great places, or if space allows, a large room that
is more “cozy.”
The pastor should take some time (after everyone has had some goodies) to explain the
campaign, and to be a “cheerleader” for the church. If the pastor is not sincerely excited
about the campaign, it will not be successful. It’s that simple. Explain the components of
the campaign, what people can expect from it, and what is expected of them. Be
thorough.
THE CELEBRATION BREAKFAST
The banquet should be scheduled for the afternoon of the final Sunday of the campaign
(lunch after the AM service works best). If at all possible, this should be a catered event
on the church campus. Keeping it on the campus and having “outsiders” do the meal
exponentially increases attendance and participation. Church members should pay for the
actual cost of the event.
It is a great idea (or even essential) that you have a separate place for the kids to eat
(hotdogs, chicken nuggets, etc. with fries is a simple meal that is inexpensive). Older kids
may work out okay in the banquet, but the little ones won’t.
The pastor or credible gust speaker should present a final message encouraging the
people and calling them to a commitment. A message is included in this resource on page
74.
Announce the total (annual amount) for the pledge cards, and “celebrate” what God has
done and will do!
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SAMPLE RESOURCES
The following pages have sample resources. You can download
these samples at www.GregoryKTyree.com (click the “Books” tab
at the top of the homepage and scroll to the bottom for free
downloadable documents). The samples were used in a church I
previously pastored.
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Also by Greg Tyree

Your marriage is your most vital relationship, yet there are many
challenges that seem to be pounding at your door, leaving you
defeated, and your marriage precariously on the precipice of
failure. But what if a few little things could make a big difference
in your marriage? Can you squeeze in a few minutes a day for the
next month? Are you willing to learn some new ideas and
perhaps rediscover some old ones? If you are ready for a positive
change, 30 Days to a Better Marriage is for you.

Helping Your Church Discover Its Next Pastor is about the
pastoral discovery process. Some call it the pastoral search
process, but the preferred word is discovery, because God
already has a man for your church; you just need to discover
who he is! The discovery of America, the discovery of
penicillin, the discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls; these all
happened by "accident," but God knew about these all along.
He also knows who your next pastor is, and has already
prepared him for your church! Now that's exciting!

Most people start out their adult lives with clarity of purpose
and a sincere mission and vision for their future. In short,
they set out to change the world. But something happens
along the way. Life-focusing can be the one thing that can
change all that. By stepping back and looking at our life anew,
we can literally get back that drive and vision of our youth,
and make a real impact for good. Contentment, a sense of
significance, and true joy can be ours if we are willing to do
the hard work of life-focusing. That's where this book, My
Own Life Focus, comes in.
Find these titles at Amazon.com or at the author’s site, www.GregoryKTyree.com
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